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This assignment will tap into Miami Dade College’s Learning Outcomes 
highlighted in yellow as follows: 

Learning 
Outcom

e 

Description Objective Assignment Activity 

1 Communicate 
effectively 
using listening, 
speaking, 
reading, and 
writing skills. 

Students will 
utilize effective 
communicatio
n skills when 
preparing, 
developing 
and presenting 
their 
assignment 

1. Ecological Footprint 
Reflection Paper 

2. Read the Earth Charter 
3. Write information based on 

research 
4. Present their findings to the 

class 

2 Use 
quantitative 
analytical skills 
to evaluate and 
process 
numerical data.  

  

3 Solve problems 
using critical 
and creative 
thinking and 
scientific 
reasoning.  

Students will 
explore global 
communities 
in which one 
of the values 
listed in the 
Earth Charter 
is either an 
issue or a 
sustainable 
component 
being 
addressed.    

1. Explore the following website 
to get a clear understanding 
of the elements involved in 
critical thinking: 
http://www.studygs.net/crtthk
.htm 

2. Research articles that tap into 
conflicts within communities 
regarding conflicts with 
natural resources. 

3. Research articles containing 
information about 
sustainability within 
communities 

4. Infer possible solutions to the 
issue/conflict 

4 Formulate 
strategies to 
locate, 
evaluate, and 
apply 
information.  

Students will 
be able to 
access the 
MDCC LINC 
databases to 
locate 
information for 

1. Learn to find peer-reviewed 
articles or journal articles. 

2. Evaluate and apply 
information gathered for 
presentation. 

http://www.studygs.net/crtthk.htm
http://www.studygs.net/crtthk.htm


this 
assignment. 

5 Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
diverse 
cultures, 
including 
global and 
historical 
perspectives.  

Students will 
learn about the 
values and 
attitudes of 
other cultures 
regarding 
Earth Ethics.  

1. Explore a culture outside of 
theirs in which either 
sustainability or a natural 
resource conflict is present. 

2. Research historical elements 
regarding the situation 

3. Explain the attitudes of the 
citizens involved regarding 
the situation.  

6 Create 
strategies that 
can be used to 
fulfill personal, 
civic, and 
social 
responsibilities
.  

Students will 
gain a wider 
understanding 
of their role, 
values and 
attitudes 
toward a more 
sustainable 
Earth. 

1. Take a quiz to explore their 
own ecological footprint by 
going to the website: 
http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ 

2. Write a reflection paper on 
what they think they should 
do in order to decrease their 
footprint. 

3. Explore other cultures’ 
strategies regarding 
sustainability 

7 Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
ethical thinking 
and its 
application to 
issues in 
society.  

Students will 
address issues 
of 
sustainability 
that they and 
one culture 
outside their 
own, face. 

1. Utilize the Earth Charter to 
address, analyze, and infer 
ethical thinking regarding this 
issue. 

2. Explore global issues of 
sustainability and other 
values as presented on the 
Earth Charter 

8 Use computer 
and emerging 
technologies 
effectively.  

Students will 
learn to 
navigate 
through 
various 
websites and 
databases to 
gather 
information for 
their 
presentation 

1. Navigate through the MDC 
LINCC to find present articles 
regarding the Earth Charter 
and sustainability/conflicts. 

9 Demonstrate 
an appreciation 
for aesthetics 
and creative 
activities.  

  

http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/


10 Describe how 
natural 
systems 
function and 
recognize the 
impact of 
humans on the 
environment.  

Students will 
learn how 
humans 
impact our 
natural 
environment, 
including the 
consequences 
of our 
behaviors on 
our resources, 
animals, and 
habitats. 

1. Analyze our culture and an 
outside global culture that is 
either addressing or violating 
the Earth Charter. 

2. Describe how we are helping 
or destroying Earth. 

3. Make recommendations on 
an individual, group, and 
global level. 

 
Class Presentation Assignment (worth 20% of final grade):  The Earth Charter is 
an international decree that calls upon all global citizens to engage in a common 
destiny—establishing Earth Ethics by adopting the values and principles listed 
therein. In the Preamble of the Charter, it states: “We must join together to bring 
forth a sustainable global society founded on respect for nature, universal human 
rights, economic justice, and a culture of peace. Towards this end, it is imperative 
that we, the peoples of Earth, declare our responsibility to one another, to the 
greater community of life, and to future generations.” 
 

1. On an individual basis, explore your ecological footprint. Go to this website 
and take the quiz: http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ 

2. Write a reflection paper on your findings and what areas you are willing to 
take responsibility in order to decrease your ecological footprint. 

3. Go this website: 
http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/resources/files/ECI_Brochure2008_Webcolor
.pdf it is the brochure to the Earth Charter as described above. Read the 
entire charter and select which two values you are most interested in 
researching. 

4. In class, you will be assigned to a group of up to five students that shares 
your interested values. 

5. Using critical thinking skills, your group will make a 15-20 minute 
presentation to respond to the following questions: 

a. Define the value you chose and using critical thinking skills, express 
why it is such an important component to the Charter. 

b. Based on research, give an example of: 
i. An issue a citizenry is facing that is indentified in your chosen 

value 
ii. What are the historical elements of this particular society that 

either led to the conflict or the sustainable resources? 
iii. How our community is dealing (or not dealing) with this 

principle. 

http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/resources/files/ECI_Brochure2008_Webcolor.pdf
http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/resources/files/ECI_Brochure2008_Webcolor.pdf


iv. Another community outside of the US that is in the news 
because of a violation or protection of your chosen value 

v. How this outside community is dealing with the issue 
vi. How the media presents the facts 

vii. How politicos are ignoring or confronting the issue 
viii. The pros and cons of the issue  

c. Using critical thinking skills, your group’s conclusions and 
recommendations 

  
 
 


