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Preparation:  

In early January assign students scenes and/or monologues from Shakespeare’s pastoral plays including, A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like it, and The Tempest.  Students will learn and then perform their scenes and 

monologues three and a half weeks later in the theatre. After their first performance distribute campus maps to the 

students.  Inform them our first class in February will meet at the entrance to MDC’s Environmental Center.  Make 

sure everyone knows where it is, how to get there and that they can make it.  Work out any logistics issues.  Tell them 

to wear appropriate outdoor clothing for the weather of the time and to arrive early if possible.   

 

1) Attendance and assessment       (1 Minute) 

Have students do a private self-assessment.  How do they feel emotionally and physically right now?  Anxious, 

excited nervous, tired, bored, sweaty, cold?  What?  No wrong answers.  Keep it to yourself for now. 

 

2) Blind walk          (10 Minutes)  

Lead the students as they hold hands and walk in a chain with their eyes closed along the path.  When we arrive at 

the dock have them open their eyes and describe the experience.  What did they hear, feel, smell, how did they feel 

emotionally. 

 

3) Explore and rehearse       (15 Minutes)  

Tell students that they have 15 minutes to find a spot in the environmental center area to rehearse and perform 

their scenes.  We will all meet back here in fifteen minutes so you can’t go too far.   

 

4) Visit students as they rehearse.       (While they rehearse) 

 

5) Perform           (40 Minutes)  

As a class go to each different sight and watch each performance   

 

6) Talk about it.          (10 Minutes) 

How did the environment affect you as a performer and as an audience member? What worked?  What didn’t?  Did it 

get in your way?  Did it bring something else out of your performance?  Did you notice things in the text, either is an 

audience member or as a performer, you previously hadn’t?   What? 

 

7) Outdoor Performance History     (10 Minutes) 

Talk about ancient Greek theatres, The Old Globe, and today’s outdoor theatres.  Discuss my own background 

performing at the Colorado Shakespeare festival, and First Folio Shakespeare.  Discuss how this is close to what this 

area was originally and how little of it is left.   

 

8)  Walk out with eyes open.      (10 Minutes)  

Tell students “As we walked in with our eyes closed we will walk out with them open.”  When we assemble again at 

the entrance to the environmental center ask, what did you see?  How was it different from when you walked in?  How 

did you feel at the start of class?  How do you feel right now?  Walk students back over to main campus. 


