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SPC1017 Fundamentals of Speech Communication   

Description: For the elements of Persusasive Speaking and Group formation and in-depth research and 

extended conversations, the class will use systems thinking and the sustainability of the Climate Change and 

the effects specifically focused on our oceans and our water. (See the system diagram from Nature is Speaking 

/ Ocean Engine of Climate) 

General Education Course Outcomes: 

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 

2. Use quantitative analytical skills to evaluate and process numerical data. 

3. Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

4. Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information. 

5. Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives. 

6. Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 

7. Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

8. Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 

9. Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and creative activities. 

10. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 

Group Speeches Water & Sustainablity 

Week 11  

Pre-Persuasion Lesson Plan 

Introduce Persuasive Speaking Lesson 

Social Judgment Theory 

Week 12 

Lesson using www.conservation.org 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/pages/humanifesto.aspx 

Links Water 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Harrison-Ford-Is-the-Ocean.aspx 

http://www.conservation.org/what/pages/oceans.aspx 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Penelope-Cruz-Is-Water.aspx  

 
 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/pages/humanifesto.aspx
http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Harrison-Ford-Is-the-Ocean.aspx
http://www.conservation.org/what/pages/oceans.aspx
http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Penelope-Cruz-Is-Water.aspx


Our Humanifesto 
 Nature doesn’t need people. People need nature. 

 

 

Human beings are part of nature. 
Nature is not dependent on human beings to exist. 

Human beings, on the other hand, are totally 
dependent on nature to exist. 

The growing number of people on the planet 
and how we live here is going to determine the future of nature. 

And the future of us. 
Nature will go on, no matter what. 

It will evolve. 
The question is, will it be with us or without us? 

If nature could talk, it would probably say it doesn’t much matter either way. 
We must understand there are aspects of how our planet evolves 

that are totally out of our control. 
But there are things that we can manage, 

control and do responsibly that will allow us 
and the planet to evolve together. 

We are Conservation International and we need 
your help. Our movement is dedicated to managing 

those things we can control. Better. 
Country by country. 

Business by business. 
Human by human. 

We are not about us vs. them. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re an American, 

a Canadian 
or a Papua New Guinean. 

You don’t even have to be particularly fond of the ocean 
or have a soft spot for elephants. 

This is simply about all of us coming together 
to do what needs to be done. 

Because if we don’t, nature will continue to evolve. Without us. 
 
 

Here’s to the future. With humans 
We need nature. 

But people are taking more from nature than it can provide. 
 
 
 
 



  

What are the issues? Choose one large topic and form your group 
 GROUP 1 

Overfishing and damaging fishing practices 

Taking more fish out of the ocean than it can provide is reckless. But that’s exactly what we’re doing — often 

in destructive ways like dredging up the ocean floor with nets or cutting fins off of sharks. As a result, around 

30% of the world’s fisheries are overexploited or depleted.  

GROUP 2 

Destruction of coastal habitats 

Coastal forests, tidal marshes and other shoreline ecosystems are Earth’s carbon sponges. Despite comprising 

just 2% of the ocean, they store 50% of its carbon. Yet we’re destroying them at an alarming rate — nearly one-

third of coastal regions have already been ruined. 

GROUP 3 

Climate change 

By absorbing heat and CO2 from the atmosphere, the ocean helps keep our climate stable. But the ocean is 

absorbing too much heat and CO2, making it warmer and more acidic. Already, 75% of coral reefs — vital fish 

spawning grounds and barriers against storms — are in danger of dissolving or dying out.  

GROUP 4 

Pollution 

All rivers run to the sea. But often, they are full of pollutants that wreck the ocean. Take “dead zones,” places in 

the sea where nothing can live because chemicals promote the growth of plants that suck up oxygen. Or the 

“garbage patch” where plastic from around the world floats to the north Pacific and becomes nature’s giant 

waste dump. 

Links Water 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Harrison-Ford-Is-the-Ocean.aspx 

http://www.conservation.org/what/pages/oceans.aspx 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Penelope-Cruz-Is-Water.aspx 

http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Harrison-Ford-Is-the-Ocean.aspx
http://www.conservation.org/what/pages/oceans.aspx
http://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/Pages/Penelope-Cruz-Is-Water.aspx


 



We will split the class into four (4) groups- each topic is huge and our goal will be to create 

individual persuasive speeches to create larger group speeches. 

 

1. Overfishing and damaging fishing practices 

2. Destruction of coastal habitats 

3. Climate change 

4. Pollution 
 

Once you have a number, you have a group- Each person will have 3 chances to be a "Leader" of the 

group(s). 

 

Group Speeches Schedule: 

In-Class Group Work = 5% each week=Absences = 0 for the day 

Group Persuasive Speech: Facts   10% 

Group Persuasive Speech: Values   10% 

Group Persuasive Speech: Policy/Law   10% 

Final Exam =Individual Written Persuasive Speech 10% 

Week 13=  

Persuasion: The Proposition of 

Facts 

  

  

Persuasion: The Proposition of Facts 

Group Speeches-  (10 minutes)  

Must include: Formal Presentation 2 slides 

per minute of speaking 

Assigned Speaking Dates Round 1 + 2  

Group Persuasive Speeches in-

class. If you are absent, no make-

ups. 

JOURNAL in BLACKBOARD 

Self-Assessment:  

Chapter 9 Leadership 

Persuasive Speech 

Week 14= April 4 + 6 + 8 

Persuasion: The Proposition of 

Values   

 

Persuasion: The Proposition of Values   

Group Speeches-  (10 minutes)  

Must include: Formal Presentation 2 slides 

per minute of speaking 

Assigned Speaking Dates Round 1 + 2 

Group Persuasive Speeches in-

class. If you are absent, no make-

ups. 

JOURNAL in BLACKBOARD 

Self-Assessment:  

Chapter 10 GROUPS 

 Complete speech presentations 

In-class listening logs for each speech 

 



 

Week 16 =  

Final Exams= to be announced the 

next week. 

Individual Written Speech on your 

group persuasive topic Review 

Vocabulary Terms for Final Exam in 

Blackboard 

To be announced in class ** 

 A Printed Copy is due TBA 

REVIEW FOR FINAL EXAM 

 

Week 15=  

Persuasion: The Proposition of 

Policy and Law   

  

Persuasion: The Proposition of Policy and 

Law   

Group Speeches-  (10 minutes)  

Must include: Formal Presentation 2 slides 

per minute of speaking 

Assigned Speaking Dates Round 1 + 2 

 

Group Persuasive Speeches in-

class. If you are absent, no make-

ups. 

 

SHARED VIDEO DISCUSSION POST 

IN BLACKBOARD #4 

 


