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I. INSTRUCTIONAL GOAL / LEARNING OUTCOME:  

 In this lesson students will be learn about the world’s limited fresh water 
resources.  How each individual can make a huge impact towards conserving 
water will be discussed. Specifically how water conservation in the residential 
sector can be cultivated through specifications of water conserving fixtures and 
rainwater harvesting as well as a well as through space planning designs that 
may inspire an appreciation for and a desire to practice a water ethic.  Students 
will exam water from a physiological as well as psychological perspective. The 
benefits of water conservation, water inspired aesthetics and the interior 
designers’ role in promoting water conservation through the built environment 
medium will be emphasized.   

II. PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE:  

a) Study data documenting the limits of natural water resources and the 
negative impact of negligent water expenditure. 

b) Exam how other exemplary communities have modified there water habits 
and consider ways in which interior designers can sway their clients into 
practicing similar habits through related product specification. 

c) Discover and research industry’s that manufacture water conservation 
fixtures as well as practice ethical water usage.   

d) Study the attributes of water and correlate them to the principles and 
elements of design:  Investigate the physiological and psychological 
connections humans have with water, including all sensory attributes of 
water. Explore how the attributes and properties of water might be 
translated into a design concept. IE: what are the constant and variable 
states of water? Utilizing the principles and elements of design describe 
the properties of water:  Shape, form, color, light, space, etc. Discover the 
link  between water properties and design aesthetics 

e) Develop an abstract concept related to water and implement both abstract 
and literal references of water into the design of an interior space plan. 

III. RATIONALE:  

 The purpose of this lesson is to demonstrate how a building’s design, 
specifically its interior design can reflect and inspire a water ethic. 
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IV. LESSON CONTENT WHAT IS TO BE TAUGHT:  

 Introduce a water ethic topic through visual imagery that demonstrates 
positive experience with water (pause)…  

 Round Table discussion: Have an open discussion on the importance of 
water. Begin from a global macro perspective progressing to a personal micro 
perspective. Establish the physiological necessity and psychological affinity for 
water.    

  Continue visual presentation documenting facts about the effects of 

human population growth and degradation of water resources on our current and future 

water supply.  

  Ask what an interior designer might do to promote and influence a water 

ethic in their design plan for their clients.  

  Introduce the learning activities associated with the topic.  

 Activity 1:  (Show visual imagery as an example)  

    Activity 1: Examine the psychological attribute of water attachment.  

  Select images from the natural and built environment that integrate   

  water features.  Indentify the variety of ways in which humans   

  connect with water. (This activity will ascertain psychological    

  attachments to water and inspire designs.) 

 Activity 2:  (Show visual imagery as an example and engage students in 

open discussion before and during the process of the activity).  

 Activity 2: Analyze water properties from a design perspective. 

Indentify various states and forms of water then correlate them to the 

principles and elements of design. Explore ways in which water attributes 

can be transformed into the design of built environment. [This activity may 

take 3 to 8 weeks depending on the actual project size and program IE: a 

single family home or townhouse; a ‘dream’ bathroom; a bathhouse; a 

spa…] 
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Activity 2:  (continued) 

  

 IE: Water attributes to be analyzed and translated into a design.   

  - Physical and temporal states of water: 

    Solid ~(ice crystals, ice bergs, ice blocks) 

   Liquid ~ (globule; waves; still water) 

   Gas ~  

  - Water as movement 

  - Shades/hues of water  

  - Water Symbolism 

 

 Activity 4: Research manufactures of water saving fixtures. Integrate 

findings into the design project.   

  

 Activity 5: (Student Visual and spoken presentation) 

 Students will present an interior design solution that exhibits a 

water ethic. 

 

 Closing:  Recapitulate ways in which Interior Designers can contribute to 

water conservation from personal and professional practice.   

 

 

 

 


