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Your assignment is to write a five-paragraph three-source persuasive essay on a topic related 
to the issue of Consumer Culture that we have been studying. 

Here’s how to begin: 

1. Choose a subtopic within the umbrella issue of consumerism (such as consumerism and 
personal debt, consumerism and aesthetics, consumerism and waste, consumerism and 
advertising, consumerism and sweat shop labor, consumerism and environmental concerns, 
consumerism and necessity vs. luxury, consumerism and identity, consumerism and 
race/class/gender, consumerism and international trade, etc.). Pick one small subtopic that 
three of the sources discuss.  

2. Write a research question about that subtopic to propel your writing. Your answer to that 
question should be your thesis statement. Here are some good research questions that 
students came up with in class today: 

 What should be done to ensure that labor laws and regulations are enforced in 
all countries? 

 Should meat-packing companies be held accountable for recruiting and hiring 
undocumented immigrants? 

 How has the media convinced us to spend more on what we want than on what 
we need? 

 Should there be laws that prohibit corporate CEOs or other business executives 
from working for the government agencies that are supposed to regulate those 
industries? 

 What historical factors have influenced Americans’ apparent obsession with 
consumption? 

 Should the government mandate healthy menu options at fast food restaurants? 
 Should the price of a consumer product be more equivalent to the production 

cost? 
 Should the Department of Labor require external monitoring of factory 

operations instead of allowing companies to hire their own internal inspectors? 
 Should cloned meat be labeled as such? 
 What changes should Americans make in their lifestyles to reduce pollution? 
 How can Americans develop a more healthy and sustainable aesthetic? 
 How do aesthetics differ between racial/ethnic/gender groups? 
 How have advertisers been successful in determining what Americans want and 

what we buy? 
 Should companies be required to show where their resources come from and 

where they dispose of their waste? 



 Should American manufacturing companies be forced to keep their factories in 
the United States? 

 Should people only buy items that are necessary for basic survival or should they 
purchase luxury items? 

 Should companies that sell unhealthy foods be able to advertise their products? 
 How do the things we buy contribute to our personal identities? 
 How is fear used to get us to purchase particular products and services? 

 
You are not limited to this list, but I think the questions listed above are good. Decide how you 
will answer the question you have chosen, and try to come up with two or three reasons to 
support your answer. 
 
3. Choose three of the eleven sources that we have studied related to consumer culture. NO 
OUTSIDE SOURCES ALLOWED for this essay. 

I. Linda Kulman’s “Our Consuming Interest” 
II. Annie Leonard’s “The Story of Stuff” 

III. Annie Leonard and Stephen Colbert’s interview on The Colbert Report 
IV. Pablo Neruda’s “The United Fruit Co.” 
V. Sarah Jones’s “Blood” 

VI. Rage Against the Machine’s “Guerilla Radio” 
VII. Olivia Given’s “Frequently Asked Questions About Sweatshops and Women 

Workers” 
VIII. Global Exchange’s “Frequently Asked Questions About the Campaign Against 

Nike” 
IX. bell hooks’s “Beauty Laid Bare: Aesthetics in the Ordinary” (include page 

numbers) 
X. Barry Glassner’s “Narrative Techniques of Fear Mongering” (include page 

numbers) 
XI. Food, Inc. 

For your introduction: 

Start with a general introduction, providing basic background information to your readers 
about the topic. Give the “who/what/where/when” details so that your readers are prepared 
for your argument. Your last sentence of your introduction should be your thesis statement. 

For your thesis statement: 

Your thesis statement MUST be one sentence that is specific, debatable, and in the form of a 
statement (NOT a question). Your thesis is your informed opinion on the issue—it is NOT a 
statement of fact. Start by answering your research question, and then try to give two or three 
reasons why your readers should agree with you. Remember that you should not have any 
first- or second-person pronouns in your essay (no “I” and no “you”). 



For the body of your essay: 

Begin supporting your thesis statement in the body of your paper. Provide and discuss one 
reason for your thesis per paragraph. To support your ideas, use the three sources you have 
chosen, working to make strong connections between them. Do the authors 
agree/disagree/partially agree? The first time that you mention a source, you should provide a 
full signal phrase (including the author’s full name and the full title of the source). After you 
have given the full signal phrase once, you should use short signal phrases throughout the rest 
of your paper (just the author’s last name).  

Remember:  
 If you use an author’s exact words, quote and cite them to avoid plagiarism. 
 If you paraphrase an author’s idea, rephrase completely and cite the author to avoid 

plagiarism. 
 If you use Barry Glassner or bell hooks, make sure that you also provide the page 

number where you found the passage/information. None of the other sources have 
page numbers. 

See the attached handout regarding paragraph development and working with sources for 
more help. 

For your counterargument/response: 

Include at least one counterargument (to your thesis or part of your thesis) and your response 
to that counterargument. A good place to do this is in your fourth paragraph, though wherever 
it works best for your argument is fine. The counterargument does not need to come from one 
of the sources, though it can. Many of the authors embed counterarguments into their own 
arguments, and you could quote/paraphrase those if you want. Here’s an example of how you 
might set up a counter argument: 

 

Some people disagree with this thesis, arguing that ________________________. They say that 

____________________________.  

 

Not everyone is on board with _______________________. The dissenters point out that 

_________________________________.   

 

People who object to ______________________________ claim that 

_________________________________________________. 

 

That is the first part: introducing the counterarguments. The next part—where your argument 
is really strengthened—is where you explain why those objections are 



wrong/misguided/uniformed/not as important as your view. See below for templates that help 
you to respond to counterarguments that you have raised: 

 

The problem with their view is 

____________________________________________________________________________. 

Those who object are wrong/misguided because 

______________________________________________________________. 

How can they continue to make these arguments when the facts clearly show that 

___________________________________? 

Although these objections are valid, it is more important to acknowledge that 

_______________________________________. 

For your conclusion: 

Restate all of your main ideas in your conclusion, including your thesis statement, using 
different wording. Tie up any loose ends and consider what the implications of your thesis are 
or would be in the real world. 

For your Works Cited page:  

Attached you will find a perfectly formatted Works Cited page with all of the possible sources 
for this paper. You can copy and paste the entire thing onto the end of your paper, and then 
delete the entries for the sources that you did not use. 
  

For formatting your essay: 

Format your essay according to MLA-style document-design rules like we have been 
practicing. If you’ve lost/deleted the formatting guides, I have reattached them here. 

 


