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Overview 
As an ENC1102 homework assignment following a 
brief introductory lecture about the Deering Estate 
at Cutler Bay, students will explore the history of 
the Charles Deering Estate through the New York 
Times Historical ProQuest resource that is available 
to them through MDC’s library database system. 

MDC Learning Outcomes  
 #1 – Communication 
 #4 – Information Literacy 
 #5 – Historical Perspectives 
 #8 – Technology 

 

 
Goals  
Students will learn to 

 navigate the MDC library database system 
 conduct an advanced search on the New York Times Historical database by 

 using quotation marks to restrict a phrase 
 brainstorming and trying various keywords in combination 
 restricting the date range of results 
 organizing results by relevance and by date 
 selecting and printing an article 

 

Instructions: 
1. Go to http://www.mdc.edu/learning-resources/libraries/  
2. Click “more databases” link (next to where it says “Find Articles”). 
3. Log in using your MDID number (your student ID number, the one that starts 1000… This number is 

on your schedule, on your MDID card, and on the screen when you log into the student portal). 
Your PIN/password is the last four digits of that ID number. 

 “Borrower ID” = MDID number  
 “PIN/Password” = the last four digits of that same number. 

4. Click “Log In.” 
5. Click “Alphabetical” to sort the databases alphabetically. 
6. Scroll down and click “New York Times – Historical (ProQuest).”  
7. Click “Advanced Search.” 
8. Type “Charles Deering” or “Deering Estate” in quotation marks into the search field.  
9. Consider entering Miami or Florida or Everglades or hurricane or prohibition or hunting grounds 

or some other word you think might help you find relevant and interesting articles into the second 
search field. 

10. Under the “Publication date” section, select “Specific date range” from the dropdown menu, and 
enter the years 1850 to 1935. 

11. Click the “Search” button (magnifying glass icon). 
12. If there are a lot of results, consider changing the “Sort” option to from “Relevance to “Oldest 

first” or “Most recent first.” 
13. Look at the titles of the articles, browse through them, open and skim a few that seem interesting, 

and select an article that will help you to better understand Charles Deering, the Deering Estate at 
Cutler Bay, and related historical information.  

14. Click the “Download PDF” button. Save the document and then print it. 
15. Read and annotate the article, and bring it to our next class (5 Journal Credits). 

 

http://www.mdc.edu/learning-resources/libraries/

