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                    WATER CONSERVATION  AND  PROTECTION 

On February 5, 2011,  I attended a Rain Barrel / Water Conservation workshop hosted 

by Miami Dade County at the event of Coral Gables Farmers Market.  This workshop 

provided me a knowledge how to use a rain barrel to capture and store some of rainfall 

water for later use.   Using a rain barrel is not expensive.  According to Miami Dade 

County, “Florida receives an average of 53 inches of rainfall per year.  An inch of 

rainfall over 1,000 sq.ft. area can provide 600 gallons of water.   By installing a rain 

barrel you can help reduce pollution by preventing runoff during rainstorms, and you 

will have a supply of free non-chlorinated, Ph neutral for your plants.” 

The Rain Barrel Workshop instructed that there were three ways to save water and 

money: Passive, High Tech and Just Plain Smart.   

1)  Passive:  Rain barrels are a passive way to collect Ph neutral rainwater for your 

garden needs.  Excellent for orchids and other  Ph sensitive plants, collected rain 

water can also provide water for establishing new plants or stressed plants in the 

landscape without turning on your hose or irrigation system 

 

2) High Tech:  Water use Efficiency Program.  The Water Use Efficiency Program is 

open to Single Family Homeowners and Homeowner Associations.  It provides a 

free irrigation assessment and a free moisture monitor sensor. 

 

3) Just Plain Smart:  Follow the 9 Principals and learn how to grow smart and 

Florida Friendly and save time, water and money. 

 

Reference: Green Solutions For Your Life, University of Florida / IFAS 

                   18710 S.W. 288th Street, Homestead, Florida 33030. 

 

We all know that our human body can live without food for a number of days, but 

without drinking water, we can suffer a condition of dehydrates and will not be able to 

survive for long.  Therefore, water is considered an essential element for our life, and 

we need to learn and look for new high-efficiency technologies to create water for 

indoor and outdoor use.  Wasting water is useless.  There is an urgent need for an 



Environmental Education Provider (EEP) to explore & grow as well as to protect and 

preserve our natural resources.  

The article written by Curtis Morgan of the Miami Herald Publishing Company on 

March 27, 2012 stated,  “A study commissioned by the Everglades Foundation found 

that the public picks up three-quarters of the cost of cleaning up polluted water flowing 

into the Everglades.”  

 According to a study released by the Everglades Foundation, the polluters are the 

giant agricultural operations who are responsible for 75% of the pollution in the Florida 

Everglades, yet they only cover 25% of the cost to restore the park and repair the 

damage.  The taxpayers have to foot the bill for the remainder of the $106 million costs 

of restoration and treatment through property taxes, utility bills and state and federal 

taxes.  

 

 A common fertilizer ingredient called Phosphorous that drains off farms and yards with 

every rain storm, can cause huge algae blooms in lakes and coastal waters that kill 

fish.  By the study’s calculation, it’s eight times more expensive to remove 

phosphorous from storm water ($350 a pound) than for farmers to cut back on its use 

($47 a pound).  Morgan went on to say that these agricultural industries such as the 

U.S. Sugar Corp, Florida Crystals Corp, and Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative of 

Florida defended their efforts to reduce pollution, and defeated a proposed “penny-a-

pound” sugar tax.  Our Florida lawmakers have approved other Glades clean-up plans, 

and voters require polluters to be responsible and pay for cleaning up any mess they 

made. 

Reference:  Morgan, Curtis “Everglades Study: Polluters not paying” 

                      The Miami-Herald, Tuesday, March 27, 2012, Local, p. 1B. 

                                      LESSON PLAN OUTLINE 

                         CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILTY (CSR) 

 

Subject:   Water Conservation and Protection 

Class:      Man 3065-Business Ethics 

Time:       75 minutes 

I. Goal:    After studying this lesson (CSR), and the subject of water 

conservation and protection in particular, the students should be able to 

understand the importance of water conservation, and how corporations can 

meet the Triple Bottom Line (or 3BL) approach by pursuing social and 

environmental goals in addition to their financial goals.                                                                                    



II.      Learning Objectives:  The students should be able to: 

a) describe and explain corporate social responsibility. 

b) understand sustainability as one of the five trends behind CSR. 

c) distinguish between instrumental & social contract approaches. 

d) identify three distinct types of CSR-ethical, altruistic & strategic. 

e) understand the challenges of a CSR initiative. 

 

III. Learning Strategies: The students will: 

a) participate in the discussion about water conservation.  

b) attend the rain barrel workshop and visit the websites of a few  

    corporations that belong to agricultural industries to understand  

    if their business plans and  strategies are environmentally  

    sound in order to contribute to sustainable development.    

c) document their findings in a written brief report.                                                

    IV.    Learning Outcomes – Assessment: 

            Evaluate the findings and make recommendations to preserve our       

            natural resources which have been consumed significantly.  The  

            learning outcomes for this lesson plan are in the areas of communication, 

            personal, civic and social responsibility, and ethical thinking. 

                             


