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 Goal: Using MDC Library Databases, students in groups of four will learn to find and analyze information on 

NGO’s and their impact on achieving bio-cultural diversity.  Students will create a blog where they can post 

any information they’ve gathered that describes how their NGO is working to help achieve bicultural diversity. 

Students will include charts and graphs.  Students will present their findings using the blog in which they will 

include their research strategies. 

 
Questions To Guide Research: 
 

1. For what purpose was your NGO originally formed?  
 

2. Does your NGO still have the same goals?  
 

3. In how many countries does your NGO work? In what regions does it work?  
 

4. How is your organization funded?  
 

5. What attracted you to work for this NGO? 
 

6. How is your NGO working to help achieve bio-cultural diversity?  
 

7. How can your NGO work with the United Nations on furthering bio-cultural diversity? 
 

8. How is your NGO responding to the needs of indigenous people and the environment? 
 



9. Can you supply any data that highlights the impact your NGO has made in helping to achieve bio-
cultural diversity? 
 

 
Database Usability: 
 

1. How did you search the database? 
 

2. Is it user-friendly or difficult to figure out? 
 

3. By what access points does the database allow you to search?   
 

4. Describe several methods for searching the database. 
 

5. Does the database offer advanced search mechanism?  Describe any. 
 

6. What fields are included in the full record for an item?  Describe the fields. 
 

7. Does the database offer Boolean searching? 
 

8. Explain all the different ways that information from the database can be retrieved (for example, by 
marking records, printing records, emailing records, saving records, etc.) 
 

Assessment: 
 
Students will present their blogs as a working group: 
 

1. Introduction of each NGO and summarize the group’s focus or mission; 
 

2. Discussion on the composition of the Working Group; 
 

3. Discussion on how to work together to further bio-cultural diversity; 
 

4. Discussion of future prospects and further research.  
 
 
Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes:  
 
Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 
environment. 
 
Outcome #3: Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning.  
 
Outcome #4: Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information.  
 
Outcome #8: Use computer and emerging technologies effectively.  
 
 



Information Literacy Rubric 
 
 

Learning Outcome #5 - Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information 
 

Outcomes 1 
Emerging 

2 
Developing 

3 
Proficient 

4 
Exemplary 

 
Formulate 
Strategies 
to locate 
information 
 
 
 

Develops an 
unclear thesis 
statement or 
research question; 
identifies obvious 
keywords; does not 
identify related 
terms; may include 
terms that are not 
key concepts 
 

Develops rudimentary 
thesis statement or 
research question; 
identifies some 
keywords and related 
terms 

Develops a clear thesis 
statement or research 
question; identifies key 
concepts and related 
terms that describe the 
information need 

Develops a focused, 
sophisticated thesis 
statement or research 
question; identifies 
key concepts and 
related terms that 
precisely describe the 
information need 

Evaluate 
information 
 
 
 
 

Summarizes  
information 
collected but does 
not arrive at 
appropriate 
conclusions or 
analysis; does not 
evaluate the quality 
of the information 
using criteria such 
as authority, point 
of view, purpose, 
and audience the 
source intended 
 

Analyzes information 
collected and draws 
some conclusions 
supported by evidence; 
uses limited criteria to 
evaluate quality of 
information  

Analyzes information 
collected and draws 
conclusions supported by 
evidence; evaluates 
quality of information 
using some appropriate 
criteria such as authority 
and point of view, but no 
purpose and audience. 

Carefully analyzes 
information collected 
and draws appropriate 
and inventive 
conclusions supported 
by evidence; evaluates 
quality of the 
information using all 
appropriate criteria: 
authority, point of 
view, purpose and 
audience the source 
intended 

Apply 
information 
 
 
 
 
 

Possesses limited 
or no knowledge of 
plagiarism; does 
not understand the 
concept of 
paraphrasing; does 
not know when to 
credit a source of 
information 

Possesses knowledge 
of plagiarism; does not 
understand the 
concept of 
paraphrasing and/or 
when to use it; knows 
when to credit a source 
of information  

Possesses knowledge of 
plagiarism and 
understands issues 
concerning plagiarism; 
understands the concept 
of paraphrasing and 
when to use it; does not 
know when to credit a 
source of information 

Understands concept 
and issues concerning  
plagiarism; 
understands the 
concept of 
paraphrasing and 
when to use it; knows 
when and how to 
credit a source of 
information   

 
 
 
 


