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Lesson Plan  

Research: Decoding the Causes of Earth Breakdown 

Subject: Library Instruction/Miami Dade College Databases – SIRS Researcher 

Topic: Population Explosion and Consumption Explosion 

Grade: College Level 

Time: 50 minutes Library Instruction – SIRS Researcher 

 

Goal: Students will learn to find information regarding population and consumption explosion 

that lead to the current ecological crisis using the Miami Dade College SIRS Database.  Students 

will use keyword and subject terms to conduct their research.  Students will understand the basic 

features of library databases and construct and implement effectively-designed search strategies 

in SIRS Researcher.  At the end of the instruction, students will analyze the information to 

answer reflection questions regarding the current environmental crises. 

Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

a) Formulate a search strategy.    

b)  Explore human population growth as a serious concern in the United States and many 

other countries; 

c) Explore the extraordinary rise in the production and consumption which has led to an 

increase in the by-products of production: solid waste, hazardous waste, freshwater 

pollution, greenhouse gases; 

d) Analyze the links between waste and population.  These links are so strong that garbage 

production, by itself, is a good predictor of human population; 
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e) Define and articulate the need for information; 

f) Refine the search strategy if necessary. 

Content Outline: 

a) What are library databases? 

b) What is key word searching? 

c) What is phrase/subject searching? 

d) What terms do you need to know to better understand human population growth and 

consumption explosion? 

e) Who is affected? 

f) What are the main controversies associated with these issues? 

g) Who are the key figures and organizations associated with these issues? 

h) What significant events have occurred related to these issues? 

i) Are there any solutions? 

Instructional Objectives: 

Instructor/Librarian will introduce students to the MDC databases.  Here, instructor/librarian is 

trying to get them see that Google is a great source, but that as students become more educated, 

the may need other sources of information, like restricted databases, that are specially for MDC 

students. 

a) Show them how to log in. 

b) Show them how each database has a different subject, so they have to know what they are 

looking for.  It’s like a different store.  They won’t find cars at Publix or food at Macy’s.  

c) Show them how to open and search in SIRS Researcher. 
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Assessment: 

Students will select at least two articles related to the topic. They will read them, and they will 

write a reflection answering the following questions: 

Oftentimes when people learn about the environmental problems in the world, they say that there 

is really nothing they can do.  What do you think about this?  What actions, if any, would you 

consider taking to reduce your ecological footprint? 

Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 

Outcome #3: Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

 

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information. 

 

Outcome #8:  Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 

 

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on  

 

the environment. 

 

Library Instruction Competencies: 

 

Competency #1: Devise effective search strategies to utilize appropriate Internet-accessible  

 

library databases in the research process. 

 

Competency #2: Demonstrate competence in using keyword/subject and Boolean search  

 

techniques as appropriate for databases search tools. 

 
 


