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 Inspired by the National Water Dance Project scheduled for April 2014, this thematic unit for 

New World School of the Arts students enrolled in ENC 1102 will provide  an opportunity for individuals 

in all arts disciplines to practice their research and creative skills simultaneously. The assignments and 

activities will  allow students to engage in MDC Learning Outcomes focusing on “Aesthetics,” “Research 

Skills,” as well as “Ethics,”  in a unit designed to challenge creativity, while enforcing ideas for changing 

attitudes about water use and responsibility. 

 As a course in composition, ENC 1102 focuses student learning on communication and research 

skills. This unit is designed to ground student work in these areas. In collaboration with Adria Leal, a 

library resource specialist at the Wolfson Campus, student readings and classroom activities will have 

their foundation in literary examples of different genres that are inspired by – or address the issues 

inherent in – water awareness. These readings will be selected beforehand, and student discussions and 

writing assignments during this unit will be aligned with the conversations they inspire. 

 To reinforce these dialogues, students will be assigned a number of essays and/or response 

papers to help develop an individual perspective on water as both “ethic” and “aesthetic.” Some of 

these assignments will include research work in students’ own disciplines.  

For example, students enrolled in Music studies will consider Handel’s inspiration in creating his 

famous “Water Music” compositions. Dance students will research and preview videos of dance 

compositions that are inspired by, or set within, a water environment. Famous pieces such as 

Balanchine’s “Water Nymph Ballet” and Nijinsky’s “Afternoon of a Faun” will be reviewed and discussed. 

 For students in the Theater strand, Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and The Tempest, will be 

considered as providing a dramatic “water setting” for the unfolding storyline. Finally, students in the 

Visual Arts discipline will research the inspiration and execution of pieces such as Monet’s “Water 

Lilies,” in order to appreciate more fully how a water aesthetic influenced the artist’s painting. 

 To engage in these preliminary studies and conversations, students will be recommended to 

work in groups with other colleagues in their disciplines. If they wish, students can also work in a more 

“inter-disciplinary” fashion, with dancers collaborating with visual artists, or theater students working 

with musicians. These activities will prepare students for the second part of this unit focusing on water 

as ethic and aesthetic. 

 



 Students will be given an outside assignment to produce an original work in their discipline 

similarly inspired by these “water” conversations. Here again, students who wish to collaborate with 

others, either in their own discipline or in another strand, may do so. These final “works” will be 

showcased within the class meeting time. Also, students will be encouraged to submit their work as part 

of the National Water Dance Project scheduled for a national showing in April of 2014. 

 A great part of the conversation about Water Ethics naturally focuses on the dangers and 

disasters that ignoring this problem could engender. Students most certainly are made aware of these 

circumstances in many of their classes, as well as in media and outside conversations. 

 This unit, however, chooses to focus instead on the theme of celebrating water, and thereby 

raising the consciousness that it is imperative to preserve this fundamental element of life on “Planet 

Water.” What better way to accomplish this than by inspiring our student artists to use their creative 

abilities to bring this message to a wider audience. 

 

Selected Reading Assignments for ENC 1102 NWSA: “Water: Ethic & Aesthetic” 

Mark Twain, “Reading the River” 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “Kubla Khan” 

Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” 

Adrienne Rich, “Diving Into the Wreck” 

Walt Whitman, “Out of the Cradle, Endlessly Rocking” 

William Butler Yeats, “Sailing to Byzantium” 

Edward Abbey, “Aravaipa Canyon” 

Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach” 

Basho, Buson & Issa, “Assorted Haiku” 

 


