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Lesson Topic: Climate Disruption 

Objective: Lesson will support the following MDC Learning Outcomes: 
#3 Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

#4 Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information. 
#8 Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 
#10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 
 
Course Competency covered in the lesson: 
Evaluate the credibility, quality, and accuracy of Internet resources for specific information needs 

In class activity:  
Students will watch a video on climate change called How Do We Know This Climate Change Thing is 
Even Real?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m50bYJX2i6I.  A short discussion on whether climate 
change is real will follow. Prior to the class in which this activity occurs, students will be assigned to read 
“The Science of Why We Don’t Believe Science” written by Chris Mooney (link to article in Mother Jones: 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/03/denial-science-chris-mooney). This reading should aid 
in the class discussion and in the class assignment.  

Class Assignment:  
Before the class assignment is to be completed, the lesson on evaluation of Internet resources will occur 
(Lesson 7). Students will be required to reread the article by Chris Mooney again. The link will be 
provided to the students through Blackboard.  

Students will locate a source from the Internet that is related to climate change in Florida. The source 
can be a website, a source from one of the databases (which could be an article, a reference source, an 
e-book, or an e-video) or another video from the Internet via YouTube or another video website. In a 
discussion forum on Blackboard Learn, the students will post a link to the source they located and 
provide information on how their source relates to climate change in Florida. They must also address the 
credibility, quality and accuracy of the sources in their discussion post (examples: discuss the 
author/provider of the information, the timeliness/currency of the website/information, what type of 
site it came from, if there is any bias, etc.) Each student must respond to at least one other student’s 
post and address whether they think the source is a good example relating to the topic and about the 
credibility, quality and accuracy of the source that located by the student they are responding to.  

As a part of the discussion post, students will also be asked whether the article by Chris Mooney caused 
them to change their opinion on climate change. They will use their critical thinking skills to answer this 
part of the discussion post. Students will be reminded to discuss this topic in a civil manner since they all 
may not agree on climate change. 
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