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Course: LIS 2004 

Lesson Topic: Seeing Systems: Peace, Justice and Sustainability 

Objective: Lesson will support the following MDC Learning Outcomes: 
#4 Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information. 
#8 Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 
#10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 
 
Course Competency covered in the lesson: 
Evaluate the credibility, quality, and accuracy of Internet resources for specific information needs 

In class activity:  
Introduce the topic of systems thinking by using one of the following YouTube videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q&feature=youtu.be (How Wolves Change Rivers) or 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M18HxXve3CM (How Whales Change Climate). The class will 
discuss the meaning of systems thinking during class. The following definition of systems thinking will be 
used to guide the class discussion: “Systems thinking is a way of approaching problems that focuses on 
how various elements within a system are related to and influence each other” (Northwest Earth 
Institute, 2014, p. 15). 

Class assignment:  
Students will locate a source from the Internet which is related to the topic of systems thinking. This 
source can be a website, a source from one of the databases (which could be an article, a reference 
source or an e-video) or another video from the Internet via YouTube or another video website. In a 
discussion forum on Blackboard Learn, the students will post a link to the source they located and 
provide information on how their source relates to systems thinking. They must also address the 
credibility, quality and accuracy of the source in their discussion post (examples: discuss the 
author/provider of the information, the timeliness/currency of the website/information, what type of 
site it came from, if there is any bias, etc.). Each student must also respond to at least one other 
student’s post and address whether they think the source is a good example relating to systems thinking 
and about the credibility, quality and accuracy of the source that was located by the student they are 
responding to.  
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