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I.  Goal:  In this lesson, students are introduced to urbanism, to the plight of modern cities, and the 
role of design in developing effective solutions to urban issues and problems. 
 

II. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 
 

a. Define the city 
b. Understand the city from a cultural and historical perspective 
c. Understand the city as layers of memories 
d. Compare and contrast traditional with modern cities 
e. View urban environments in terms private vs public spaces (Nolli Plan) 
f. Discuss the implications of New Urbanism 
g. Understand the Modernist notion of urbanism 
h. Identify the positive and negative aspects of the Modernist notions of urban design and 

development 
i. Discuss the implications of the “motorized” cities 
j. Identify areas where urban design can contribute to the creation and development of 

sustainable communities 
 

III. Instructional Strategies: 
 
a. Activities Lesson 1: Professor will lecture on the above listed topics.  
b. Activities Lesson 2:  Students will view “Urbanized” – a documentary on urbanism and urban 

design from the perspective of designers, planners, and community leaders from different 
countries.  The documentary highlights European, North and South American, Asian, and South 
African cities to illustrate how these urban environments were able to develop effective 
solutions to some of the critical problems they were facing in terms of their infrastructure, 
crime, environmental conservation, poverty, public housing, and transportation. 

c. Activities Lesson 3:  Students will address the following topics and questions in a class discuss as 
it relates to the lecture and documentary: 

i. What are some of the challenges that cities in developing countries face? 
ii. How are some of those challenges being addressed? 

iii. Are there benefits to urbanization? If so, what are they? 
iv. Does urbanization fuel large-scale violence in developing countries? 
v. How should urban governments respond to city-specific forms of violence 

vi. Why do some cities seem to 'get it right' while others appear to fail? Provide examples. 
vii. Is urban planning a necessary activity? If so, why? 



viii. What are some of the challenges that the city of Miami and Miami Dade County face?  
How should those challenges be addressed? 
 

IV. Homework: 
 

Paper Assignment Five: Urbanism 
 
 
Due Date:    Specified date – at the beginning of class.  
 
Format:    Title Page 

Double Spaced 
Times New Roman Font #12 
1” border spacing 
Bibliography as needed 
900-1200 words 

 
Writing Center: Paper must be reviewed by the MDC Writing Center.  Submit both draft and final 

version. 
 
 Address the following discussion questions: 

1. What are some of the challenges that cities in developing countries face? 
2. How are some of those challenges being addressed? 
3. Are there benefits to urbanization? If so, what are they? 
4. Does urbanization fuel large-scale violence in developing countries? 

How should urban governments respond to city-specific forms of violence? 
5. Why do some cities seem to 'get it right' while others appear to fail? Provide examples. 
6. Is urban planning a necessary activity? If so, why? 
7. What are some of the challenges that the city of Miami and Miami Dade County face?  How should 

those challenges be addressed? 

This is a 900-1200 word essay that is based upon the discussion questions.  Paper must be proof-read by the 
MDC Writing Center or it will not be considered for a grade.  All papers must use proper MLA citation methods 
and submitted to www.turnitin.com.  Paper is due on July 25 at the beginning of class. 
 
 
 
 

V. General Education Outcomes and ARC 2201 Competencies: 

GE Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills  
GE Outcome #3: Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning  
GE Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical 
perspectives  
GE Outcome #7: Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society  
GE Outcome #9: Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and creative activities.  



GE Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 
environment 

 
ARC 2201 Course Competencies: 
 

Competency 1: The student will  demonstrate a will ingness to learn the content of this 
course by:   

A. Accepting the responsibil ity of attending the lectures.  
B. Reading the appropriate assignments.  
C. Producing the required research papers and projects.  
D. Participating in class discussions.  
E. Participating in the various class quizzes and exams  
  

Competency 2: The student will  demonstrate knowledge of this course content by 
understanding the following::  

A. Architectural terms, concepts and principles.  
B. Elements that relate to architectural form and function.  
C. Elements of space, proportion, organization, scale, rhyt hm, repetit ion, etc.  
  

Competency 3: The student will  demonstrate knowledge and abil ity to understand the 
course’s content in the following areas:  

A. Language and meaning of architecture  
B. Spatial concepts in modern architecture.  
C. Theories that shaped modern and contemporary architecture.  
D. Current issues that affect contemporary architecture.  
E.  Relationship of architecture to nature  
F.  Role of history  
G. Urban environment  
 

 


