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ART AND SUSTAINABITY 

Objectives:   

Learning Outcome 9:  The student will be able to demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and 

creative activities. 

Learning Outcome 10:  The student will describe how natural systems function and recognize the 

impact of humans on the environment. 

 

Project:  Galt’s Gulch  

In the novel Atlas Shrugged (1957) by Ayn Rand, we read in Part 3 how the thinkers of society 

have created their own community in which they all take part in the sustainability of their world.  

John Galt, who had originally thought of and created Galt’s Gulch, is the so-called leader, but he 

recognizes that all members of the Gulch are leaders also.  Each member has a specific expertise, 

for example, dentist, engineer, doctor, lawyer, music composer, college professors, etc.  In 

addition, each also takes on a responsibility outside of their expertise, for example, farmer, 

raising chickens and livestock, gardener, electrician, baker, shoe cobbler, janitor, handyman, etc.  

In Galt’s Gulch, the reader sees just how important it is to help oneself, directing their 

knowledge toward one single area of expertise, as well as developing and sharing their sense of 

benevolence. 

In this project, we are to pretend that we are in our very own Galt’s Gulch.  We are to prepare to 

come together and help our artist-in-residence at our Gulch develop artistic projects that also 

encourage sustainability.  In this assignment, you are given the task to research how music and 

art affects the character and behavior of humans.  Furthermore, you are also given the task of 

adding to this Gulch how you would incorporate artwork within your expertise. 

 

Research: 

Read selections of Part 3 focusing on the daily life in Galt’s Gulch 

Search:  Doctrine of Ethos, Music Therapy, Art Therapy 

Watch the following videos in order to get ideas for sharing and contributing to the Gulch. 



Fun Theory videos: 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbEKAwCoCKw World’s deepest bin 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SByymar3bds&feature=related  Piano Staircase 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4o0ZVeixYU&feature=relmfu Slide in escalator 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPztb-c16as&feature=relmfu Elevator rocket 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZ9uT23ixLc&feature=related Scratch mat with music 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSiHjMU-MUo&feature=related Bottle Bank Arcade 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iynzHWwJXaA  Speeding Camera Lottery 

Picture yourself in your desired profession.  Come up with a scenario in which you were given a project 

to do.  State the reasons why this project is necessary in your career and how it contributes to 

sustainability.   

The idea of the project must consist of an aesthetic activity that ultimately contributes to 

sustainability.  This aesthetic activity must incorporate what you already know about your profession 

(major).  You are to show step-by-step, in detail, how you will go about creating this project.  You must 

provide details about your career field (cite your sources) and the aesthetic activity (cite your 

sources).  Finally, you must show how your project will add to the sustainability of Galt’s Gulch.  

Remember that this is your invention, so the sky's the limit!  Let your creativity flow.  I may help you out 

with the research and the details, but you have to come up with the aesthetic product. 

 

Focus:  Sustainability 

Although this is an art class, I want you to focus more on the aspects of sustainability.  In your research, 

show how you would contribute to each of these areas: 

1. Interconnectedness (3 paragraphs) 

2. Systems of thinking (2 paragraphs) 

3. Global citizenry (2 paragraphs) 

4. Cycles (2 paragraphs) 

5. Importance of place (1 paragraph) 

6. Respect for limits (1 paragraph) 

7. Social Justice (2 paragraphs) 

In your research project, you will be graded on the following items: 

1. Interdisciplinary, artistic, and holistic (20%) 

2. Values-driven (20%) 

3. Critical thinking and problem solving (20%) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbEKAwCoCKw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SByymar3bds&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4o0ZVeixYU&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPztb-c16as&feature=relmfu
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4. Multi-method (10%) 

5. Participatory decision-making (10%) 

6. Applicability (15%) 

7. Locally relevant (5%) 

 

Grading Rubric: 

A =  Response is significantly analytical, and is supported with all of the following: concrete 

details, personal perceptions and personal associations about the work. 

 Based on data provided, recognizes the impact of individuals as members of a larger 

society and formulates an integrated approach to minimizing a society’s impact on the 

environment. 

B =  Response is analytical, and is supported with two out of the following three: concrete 

details, personal perceptions and personal associations about the work. 

 Based on data provided, recognizes the impact of individuals and societies on the 

environment and formulates strategies to minimize this impact. 

C =  Response is minimally analytical, and is supported with only one of the following: 

concrete details, personal perceptions or personal associations about the work. 

 Based on data provided, recognizes the impact of individuals and societies on the 

environment but cannot formulate strategies to minimize this impact. 

D =  Response is not analytical, and is missing concrete details, personal perceptions and 

personal associations about the work. 

 Based on data provided, misinterprets or fails to recognize the impact of individuals or 

societies on the environment.  

F =  Did not contribute to Galt’s Gulch. 


