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Earth Charter Lesson Plan  

Objective: to relate GSELS criteria to the principles of the Earth Charter. 

Materials: Earth Charter, Assignment handouts for groups. 

This lesson involves relating GSELS criteria to the Earth Charter.  After reading and discussing the Earth Charter as a class, 

the students will be divided into groups of four.  Each group will be assigned a section of principles of the Earth Charter.  

Each student will then prepare for a panel presentation in which the assigned section and corresponding principles will 

be related to a GSELS criterion assigned to the group. Each panel will also summarize and elaborate on its section of 

principles. The following are the Earth Charter sections of principles and GSELS criteria to be assigned to each group.  

The students will do the panel presentations in the next class. 

II Ecological Integrity 

#6. Prevent harm as the best method of environmental protection and, when knowledge is limited, apply a 

precautionary approach. 

Criterion: Explain the precautionary principal and identify how it can be employed to prevent unintended impacts on 

human and/or ecological systems. 

 

III Social and Economic Justice 

#9. Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social, and environmental imperative. 

Criterion: Discuss the relationship between poverty, ethics, health, society, and the environment. 

 

IV Democracy, Nonviolence, and Peace 

#16. Promote a culture of tolerance, nonviolence, and peace. 

Criterion: Explain how cultural diversity, tolerance, compassion, nonviolence, and peace contribute to global 

sustainability. 

 

IV Democracy, Nonviolence, and Peace 

#13. Strengthen democratic institutions at all levels, and provide transparency and accountability in governance, 

inclusive participation in decision making, and access to justice. 

Criterion: Document democratic principles that enhance global sustainability and peace. 

 

II Ecological Integrity 

#7. Adopt patterns of production, consumption, and reproduction that safeguard Earth’s regenerative capacities, human 

rights, and community well-being. 

Criterion: Evaluate economic activity and institutions by their contribution to society in the larger ecological context. 



II Ecological Integrity 

#5. Protect and restore the integrity of Earth’s ecological systems, with special concern for biological diversity and the 

natural processes that sustain life. 

Criterion: Justify the significance of upholding the right of all living beings to a natural and social environment supportive 

of dignity, health and well-being in bringing about global sustainability. 


