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I. Subject:   IDH1001:  Honors Leadership Seminar 

Topic:  Innovations in Sustainability:  The Earth Charter Project 

Grade:   First Semester, Honors College Freshmen 

Time:   Four 50-minute lessons 

Instructor: Vellisse P. Grimes–Miami Dade College 

 

II. Goal: In this unit, students will become familiar with the basic concept of sustainability, and 

be introduced to The Earth Charter.  Students will examine the four principles of The Earth 

Charter and design an innovative project that could promote the principles therein from a 

variety of perspectives. Students will also be introduced to the concept of Service Learning, 

by linking the principles of The Earth Charter to their chosen innovation project. 

 

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. develop a basic understanding of the concept of sustainability 

2. develop a basic understanding of the premise of The Earth Charter, and the 

purpose of its creation 

3. recognize the value of innovation when problem solving around issues of 

sustainability 

4. practice team building strategies by collaborating with peers on an innovation 

project 

5. demonstrate the concept of “leadership” through innovation 

6. practice oral communication skills to critically examine a serious issue facing 

humanity today 

7. reflect on course content as it relates to Service Learning in their community  

 

IV. Content Outline:  
 

1. What is sustainability? 

2. What is The Earth Charter? 

3. How can innovation help to address and support The Earth Charter? 

4. What is Service Learning? 

5. How can a student’s service to the community help support the innovative 

process to help sustainability practices?  

 

V. Instructional Strategies 

    

Activities Lesson 1: 

 

The instructor will provide an interactive lecture on the topic of sustainability and The 

Earth Charter.  Students will be provided with resources to read and explore these topics 

at length.  Students will be randomly assigned into groups of three and be asked to 

complete an innovation project that helps to support one of the four principles of The 

Earth Charter.  Students will have until the end of the semester to prepare a 20 minute 

oral presentation on their topic. 



 

Activities Lesson 2: 

 

Students will be introduced to the topic of Service Learning through a presentation from 

the Center for Community Involvement.  They will be provided with specific agencies 

that promote sustainability practices as choices for their service.  During the innovation 

presentations at the end of the semester, students will be expected to incorporate their 

Service Learning experience into their project.  In addition, students will have to 

complete a two page reaction paper that addresses their experiences at their chosen 

agency. 

 

Activities Lessons 3 & 4: 

 

During these lessons, students will present their innovation projects.  Students will have 

to incorporate visual aids as part of this project (models, Power Point Presentation, etc.).  

Additionally, students will have to document the process of working together as a team 

by completing evaluation forms regarding their experience. 

 

VI. Assessment: 
1.  20 minute Oral Presentation of project innovation 

2. Completion of 10 Service Learning Hours at a related agency 

3. Written two page reflection regarding the innovation project and their service to 

the community. 

         

VII. Materials:  

 

1. What is sustainability?   

http://www.epa.gov/sustainability/ 

 

2. What is The Earth Charter? 

 http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/  

 

3. What is Service Learning? 

http://www.mdc.edu/cci/ 

 

4.  Group Project Evaluation forms 

 

 

VIII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

skills  

Outcome #3:  Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific 

reasoning. 

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information 

Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives  

Outcome #6: Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social 

responsibilities.  

Outcome #7: Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in 

society.  

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of  

http://www.mdc.edu/cci/


  Humans on the environment. 

 

IX. IDH1001 Course Competencies: 

Competency 1:  The student will develop learning skills by 

    d. preparing oral and electronic presentations 

 

Competency 2:  The student will develop college coping skills by:  

c. identifying various ways of working with other students: 

    --cooperative learning/group work 

    --developing negotiating skills 

--assessing techniques for dealing with difficult teammates 

 

    

Competency 3:         The student will describe the connections between service to the 

community and their academic experience by: 

a. documenting 10 hours of Service Learning work  

b. writing a reflection paper to describe the connections 

 

 

 

 


