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I. Subject:   DEP2000:  Human Growth and Development 

Topic:  Water Ethics:  Growth in Children 

Grade:   Freshmen, Sophomores 

Time:   Two 50-minute lessons 

 

II. Goal: In this unit, students will become familiar with the devastating effects on a child‟s 

physical and emotional development as a result of living without clean water.  Students will 

be introduced to projects around the world that are addressing the issue of providing clean 

water to their community. 

 

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. develop a basic understanding of the physical development of children 

2. develop a basic understanding of components that contribute to the emotional 

development of children 

3. recognize the consequences suffered as a result of a lack of clean water 

4. develop a basic understanding of innovative water projects that are ongoing 

around the world and their perspective effects on development 

 

IV. Content Outline:  
 

1. What does physical development look like in early childhood (0-3years)?   

2. What are “normal” developmental milestones in early childhood?  

3. What types of emotional issues can arise in early childhood (attachment)? 

4. How can physical and emotional development be impacted by a lack of clean 

water? 

5. Introduce students to water innovation projects around the world.  

6. Students will be expected to complete a web-quest to find such projects and 

write a two page reflection on their findings. 

 

V. Instructional Strategies 

    

Activities Lesson 1: 

 

The instructor will present material regarding a child‟s physical and emotional 

development from the ages of 0-3.  Additionally, students will be introduced to the 

concept of attachment.  Students will be broken up into groups and be asked to discuss 

how having adequate supplies of drinking water available may impact both of these 

aspects of development. 

 

Activities Lesson 2: 

 

During this session, students will be introduced to a TED lecture entitled Michael 

Pritchard's water filter turns filthy water drinkable innovative  as a sample of an 

innovative project which is providing clean water to communities around the world. 



Additionally, students will be introduced to the Lifewater International website in order 

to connect the material to physical and emotional development. Students will be asked to 

reflect on both of these resources.  As homework, students will be expected to complete a 

“web-quest” regarding an exploration of these topics and compose a two page reflection 

on their findings. 

 

 

VI. Assessment: 
 

1. Written two page reflection upon completion of a „web-quest‟ on the topic of 

clean water and development.         

VII. Materials:  

 

1. Power Point Presentation on the topics of physical and emotional development in infancy  

 

2. Sample of innovative water filter project (TED Lectures) 

http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/en/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter.html 

 

3.  Lifewater International 

http://www.lifewater.org/water-crisis 

 

 

 

VIII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

skills  

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information 

Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives  

Outcome #6:  Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social 

responsibilities.  

Outcome #7:  Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in 

society.  

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of  

  Humans on the environment. 

 

IX. DEP2000 Course Competencies: 

Competency 1:  THE STUDENT WILL EXAMINE HUMAN LIFE FROM CONCEPTION 

THROUGH DEATH BY  

a. identifying unique characteristics of each stage in the life cycle. 

b. determining the major biological and social influences on development at each 

stage. 

c. analyzing the sequence of growth and the predictable changes that occur at each 

stage. 

d. describing the transitional tasks to be accomplished at each stage.   

 

 

http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/en/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter.html
http://www.lifewater.org/water-crisis


Competency 4:  THE STUDENT WILL EXAMINE PHYSICAL, COGNITIVE, EMOTIONAL, 

AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AT EACH STAGE OF THE LIFE SPAN BY:                                                                            

a. identifying major theories and the proponents of these theories relative to each 

type of development. 

b. evaluating the relevance of selected theories to real world phenomena, such as in 

your own life or experience. 

c. synthesizing the correlations between environmental and hereditary influences on 

various aspects of development at each stage 


