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Marjory Stoneman Douglas Biscayne Nature Center Student Immersion 

Students participate in the Coastal Hammock Hike at Crandom Park on Key Biscayne- 

Students take a hike and discover secrets of a coastal hammock ecosystem. Explore the Bear Cut Preserve on foot with a 

naturalists and find out what it takes to thrive and survive in this unspoiled environment. Student will learn about the 

plants which were used for medicinal purposes by native peoples, the wild life that calls this environment home, and the 

mangrove ecosystem. They will also learn why conservation of this delicate area is important. 

Creative Writing 2001 

I. Students will take notes throughout the hike, of information and facts, but also of specific observations—shapes of 

trees, birds and fish, and tide flow, debris on the beach. They will attempt to gain a tactile and emotional as well as an 

intellectual understanding of this place, of mangroves and their habitat. After the presentation, the group will gather 

and students will write poems using at least ten of these “items” they’ve noted in their journals.  

 

Following a 20-minute period of writing, students will “exchange” their “items” (notes, observations, etc) and write for 

an additional 20 minutes, using their fellow student’s notes. 

 

Following this second writing session, students will read their poems—at least one but perhaps both of them. They will 

then go home and revise. 

 

II. After participating in the Coastal Hammock hike, students will free write in their journals for at least half an hour, 

getting anything and everything down on the page.  They will then discuss briefly what they “caught” in their writings. 

We will share and discuss. Then, students will go home and write a 3-5pp short story using mangroves and the natural 

systems of a barrier island as an active and significant aspect of setting, one that significantly affects the story’s plot. 

 

ENC 1102: 

 

1. Students will write a 7-10 page research paper on mangrove ecology as it pertains specifically to South Florida. 

In this paper, they will discuss the defining features of the various mangrove species, the role mangroves play in 

shoreline protection and overall ecological health, the extent of mangrove forest in pre-European South Florida, 

the extent of mangrove depletion and its consequences, and the mitigation role, if any, that mangroves may 

play in the face of sea level rise. Students must use at least ten sources, one of which may be The Coastal 

Hammock Hike.  

 

MDC Learning Outcomes: 

GE Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 

GE Outcome #3: Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

GE Outcome #7: Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

GE Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

environment. 


