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Investigative Journalism Research Paper: 

 

ENC 1101 -- Honors of “Regular.” 

 

For every ENC 1101 class I teach I require students to write a 7-10-page research paper which employs both the 

traditional tools of academic research—Internet and library research—and techniques of interviewing and otherwise 

conducting “field research” more commonly employed in journalism. Thus, students must investigate “real world” 

topics by doing background research but also by conducting interviews, visiting sites, conducting surveys, and 

otherwise grappling for specific answers and responses to these “real world” topics. 

 

Past topics have ranged from studies of the downtown MetroMover system, to examinations of student drug use, 

sexual behavior, and patterns of cheating, to studies of environmentally-conscious architecture in Miami, all the way 

to step-by-step examinations of the responsibilities inherent in running a downtown pizza parlor.  

 

In the past, I have let my students explore any topic they were interested in, as long as that topic fit the basic 

requirements of the assignment and was approved by me. This semester, however, I intend to narrow their choices to 

five broad categories.  These will be Education, Business, Technology, Society and Environment/Sustainability.  For 

each of these categories I will suggest three or four topics the student may choose to embrace. Narrowing their field 

of choices this way will allow me to more closely monitor progress in completing the project and catch any major 

procedural or conceptual errors before they become detrimental to the success of the final paper. 

 

For the Environmental category of the Investigative Research paper, one of the choices will be for students to 

research the ongoing restoration of Virginia Key, Cape Florida State Park, or both. 

To do this, students will have to research the native ecosystems of these barrier islands—the flora and fauna that 

lived there in historic times—trace the processes that altered these landscapes and the consequences of these 

changes, and document the process of gradual restoration-- including the various controversies that have attended 

said restorations. Successful projects will require that students conduct academic research, discuss these restorations 

with both expert naturalists and volunteers, and visit the sites they will be writing about, to observe and document 

the results of this restoration. 

 

Although I am not requiring that all my ENC 1101H student select this topic, I will encourage those students who are 

interested in exploring an environmental/sustainability issue as it is significant, timely, interesting and appropriately 

limited in scope to be successfully completed by a first-year Honors College student.  
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