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In my ENC 1101H classes, students must write a 6-10 page term paper in which they engage in 

“investigative journalism.” Essentially, this means that their research for the paper must be focused on a 

“real world” (as opposed to a purely “academic”) issue and that their research must include interviews 

and other kinds of journalistic investigation in addition to traditional library and Internet research. While 

students are free to investigate a topic of their choice once that topic has been approved by me, I also 

give them a list of suggested topics and resources to ensure that they find their research—and 

ultimately the paper they write—educationally rich and engaging.  

 

I teach this class only in the fall semester, and for the past few years I have had two ENC 1101H classes. 

Next fall semester, as part of the list of suggested topics, I will include three topics for which the 

students will be required to visit Verde Farms and interview the Director of the farm as well as other 

staff members. These are as follows: 

 

1. Organic Farming in South Florida. To investigate/research for this essay, students will be required to 

first research on the Internet what “organic” means and how organic food is different from non-organic 

food. Then they will have to research the specific challenges organic farmers face, with particular 

emphasis on farmers in South Florida. After this initial research has been completed, students will 

compile a list of questions and make an appointment to visit Verde Farm, to see how the farm is run and 

learn as much as possible about the natural and man-made challenges—including financial challenges--

an organic farmer faces. Hopefully they will be able to interview the Director of Verde Farms or a 

knowledgeable staff member. 

 

2. Independent Living for the Formerly Homeless in South Florida (a better title needed here!). This 

project will focus specifically on the challenges facing both the formerly homeless population and the 

professionals whose work it is to help these people find and keep housing. For this paper, students will 

research the facts and figures related to homelessness in Miami Dade County as well as the programs 

that have been implemented to help them. What kinds of programs have been attempted, and what are 

the success rates of these programs? Central to their research will be a focus on the community at 

Verde Farms. After doing their initial research, students will visit this community with questions 

regarding the project, its goals, its success rate, and the expectations of the residents as far as their 

work on the actual farm itself.  Students who do this project should interview the Director or a 

knowledgeable staff member and a member of the community house at Verde Farm. 

 

3. The Verde Farm Project. For this paper, students will focus exclusively on Verde Farm. How many 

people live here? How many acres are farmed? Whose idea was it? What are its goals? Who was 

instrumental in the conception and planning? How do the farm and community interact? How does the 



project fund itself? Where does it receive funding? To do this project, in addition to initial research, 

students will need to interview the farmer/Director of Verde Farm, the staff of the community, a 

member of the community itself, and an employee of the café/market.  

 


