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Seeing Systems Course Component 

Part of this course will focus on using ethical frameworks and critical thinking to 1) observe systemic issues that perpetuate 

poverty, privilege and the over-consumption of natural resources and 2) racial/gender inequality.  Students can work together 

on one of the following projects/questions: 

Service Learning Projects: 

ISSUES OF STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE: VIOLENCE, INEQUALITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION 

1) EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK (5 hours): How has/is development compromising the species-rich environment of 

the Everglades National Park and what are the (potential and actual) ramifications of this? What sort of ethical 

framework(s) can we employ to think differently about natural spaces? How is environmental degradation a 

structural issue? Your research can include the ramification for the local people as well as the natural environment. In 

your research explore the damaging consequences of the view that the environment only has extrinsic value. 

2) CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (3 hours): When “animal liberation” was popularized by utilitarian philosopher Peter Singer, 

it was a novel idea. Today, more people believe that animals should have rights and be protected from cruelty. 

However, animals are severely mistreated especially if they are not pets. There is a disconnect between the meat we 

buy packaged in the supermarket and the living animal that it once was. Contact PETA and research their mission and 

visit a USDA approved slaughter house in Miami (list TBP) and consider the following questions: Should slaughter 

houses be banned? Should meat eating be a rarity instead of a norm?  How do we reconcile the desire to eat meat with 

our desire to be ethical towards animals?   

3) BECOME AN ADVOCATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT (5 hours): Join Greenpeace, Sierra Club or other environmental 

activist organization and go to a minimum of one meeting/planned event. How do grassroots organizations foster 

change? In your research document successful outcomes of local advocacy groups. 

Theoretical Projects: 

IRRATIONAL MOTIVES: THE DRIVE TO DIMINISH QUALITY OF LIFE 

4) MEDIA INFLUENCES: Spend time immersing yourself in various media – popular magazines, commercial TV, radio, 

facebook/social media outlets. How does advertising perpetuate and reify consumerism and over-consumption that 

contributes to environmental degradation? How is self-esteem affected by the media and how does the media 

(potentially) promote irrational desires that diminish quality of life. Look at rhetorical techniques used by the media 

to persuade you to consume! 

5) OBESITY: In the US more than one-third (36.5%) of U.S. adults are obese which increases health risks as well as 

diminishes quality of life. The percentage indicates that obesity is a structural concern.  Read CDC National Center for 

Health Statistics (NCHS) data brief. How is obesity connected with poverty, consumerism and environmental 

degradation? What policies could be implemented that would reduce the number of young people from becoming 

obese?  

6) NATURAL BEAUTY: Explore aesthetics (the branch of philosophy that deals with the nature of art, the appreciation of 

beauty as well the development of aesthetic taste) and how the protection of natural spaces as well as biophilia can 

enhance learning, well-being and self-esteem of individuals. Look into the potential connection between inner city 

violence and lack of access to beautiful natural spaces (public parks and gardens). 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db219.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db219.pdf


 

MDC Learning Outcomes covered in this project: 

1 -Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
3-Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 
4-Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information. 
5-Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives. 
6-Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 
7-Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 
8-Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 
10-Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 
 

Competencies: 

Competency 1:  Students will understand traditional and contemporary ethical frameworks and apply one or 

more to their particular projects. 

Competency 2: Students will prepare a presentation to give an overview of their particular project and research as 

well as the interdependence between particular social and environmental issues and the system that perpetuates 

the issues.   

Competency 3:  Students will discuss ways to solve problems of inequality in relation to the particular issue(s) 

they are addressing. 

Competency 4: Students will learn both sides of a perspective through in class debates. 

Competency 5: The student will demonstrate analytical listening skills: 

a. Distinguish fact from opinions. 
b. Make inferences. 

c. Identify speaker’s purpose, point of view and tone. 

 

Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies (GSELS) Learning Network 

This course is designated as GSELS-related; criteria of a GSELS-related class that are covered include: 

1. Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter.  

3. Justify the significance of upholding the right of all living beings to a natural and social environment supportive 

of dignity, health and well-being in bringing about global sustainability. 

 5. Explain how cultural diversity, tolerance, compassion, nonviolence and peace contribute to global sustainability.  

13. Discuss the relationship between poverty, ethics, health, society, and the environment. 

Service-learning of 3-5 hours is a required component of the class and is earned by participating in community 

organizations through MDC’s Institute for Civic Engagement or other instructor approved organization. 

http://www.mdc.edu/main/iced/programs/community.aspx 
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CLASS TIME FOR SEEING SYSTEMS PORTION:  4 week in-class focus 

Lesson overview: 

Hot Topics: sustainability, health issues, deforestation, corruption, poverty, reconstruction, water and food issues, 

education and inequality as it pertains to gender and race. 

Students will write a paper based upon their service learning project that includes: 

1) Description of the issue/situation 

2) If the issue/situation is perpetuated through a traditional ethical framework 

3) Potential resolution for the issue/situation and what policies may need to be enforced to foster change  

 

Students will do a presentation based upon their service learning experience. 

Students will lead debates revealing the underlying assumptions of polarizing perspectives. 

Students will post images and reflections on blackboard in a blog thread. One comment/image per week for four 

weeks is the minimum requirement. 

 

 


