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I. Subject:   JOU 1100 (Basic Reporting) and Service Year Changemaker Corps  

Topic:  Who Needs a Tree? A Lesson in Hurricane Mitigation at Virginia Key  

Grade:   College Level 

Time:  Three Saturdays of service-learning at the Patricia and Philip Frost 

Museum of Science and at Oleta River State Park and Virginia Key. There 

will be one 50-minute reporting class beginning and another 50-minute 

reporting class concluding the month of service-learning projects (the 

reporting classes in the middle of the month will focus on other 

assignments in the textbook unrelated to the opening and closing classes 

of this particular unit)  

  

 

II. Goal: In this month of service-learning nestled between an opening and closing class on 

reporting, JOU 1100 and Service Year Changemaker Corps students will discover the 

importance  of mangroves, the vital role that seagrapes play and the actual beauty of an 

obstructed view of the water. They will learn how easy and fun it is to become a citizen 

scientist. In addition, they will also discover the joys of “taking the other to lunch” (Ted 

Talk: https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_lesser_take_the_other_to_lunch?language=en) 

Finally, they will master effective listening and make a couple of new friends along their way 

as they work with others. 

  

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. experience the rich variety of vegetation at Oleta River State Park while taking 

former foster care children who are now transitioning to college life at MDC 

through MDC’s Service Year Changemaker Program to the park for an 

afternoon of college mentoring (contact for this: Josh Young) 

2. learn about different plants that help protect shorelines both here in Florida and 

around the globe (speaker Chris Migliaccio at Oleta River State Park)  

3. discover how they can become citizen scientists by downloading the iNaturalist 

app and working with MUVE (Musuem Volunteers for the Environment) at the 

Patricia and Philip Frost Museum of Science (speaker Chelle King) 

4. help restore native plants to Virginia Key (speakers Chelle King, Fernando 

Bretos and Gary Milano) 

5. describe their experiences in writing. For reporting students, this will involve 

writing a profile piece on one of their partners in the paired service-learning 

activities. For the Service Year Changemaker Program, this writing assignment 

https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_lesser_take_the_other_to_lunch?language=en


will be a very short, nongraded reflective personal piece on what they have 

learned from the experience and how these new insights are helping move them 

toward college completion or inspiring them in some other way 

6. during the discussion, students will practice the listening techniques in Chapter 

2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and Sustainability (they don’t have to read 

this, the professor will briefly explain the techniques) 

 

IV. Content Outline:  
 

1. What are some of the different reporting and journalism writing forms? Scan the 

appropriate chapters in Writing and Reporting News: A Coaching Method, 7
th

 

edition by Carole Rich and know how to distinguish a news story from a 

personal profile, and both of those from an editorial/opinion piece 

2. Learn the names of a few of South Florida’s indigenous plants 

3. Think of ways you can begin to help restore the environment by becoming a 

citizen scientist through iNaturalist and MUVE 

4.   Take the “other to lunch” by sharing a meal with a stranger (i.e., a student 

whom you did not know before) at the conclusion of each of the three service-

learning projects. 

 

V. Instructional Strategies 

 

Warm-up:   
On the first class for the reporting students opening this month of service-learning, the 

professor: 

1.  Show the video about “taking the other to lunch” 

https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_lesser_take_the_other_to_lunch?language=en will 

2. Briefly describe the techniques of effective listening described in Chapter 2 of Seeing 

Systems, Peace, Justice and Sustainability (five minutes) 

 

Activities: Classroom Lesson 1: 

 

1. The reporting students will discuss the different writing strategies involved in 

covering hard news, writing profile pieces and doing investigative pieces (such as 

those by environmental journalists) 

2. Students will discuss the intended audience and effectiveness of each of the varying 

types of writing styles   

 

Homework: Review class notes on the varying types of writing styles and bring three 

samples of your favorite environmental articles to the next class  

 

Activities: Service-Learning Activity 1 at the Frost Museum 

 

1. Reporting students and Changemaker students pair up with a student they do NOT 

already know from the other group when they arrive at the Frost Museum. Before the 

MUVE tour begins with Chelle King, they exchange email addresses and then take 

five minutes to share their stories, using the listening techniques described in Chapter 

2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and Sustainability. The Changemakers won’t 

https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_lesser_take_the_other_to_lunch?language=en


have been in the previous reporting class to learn about this, so their reporting 

partners will have to explain the techniques of talking and listening 

2. Chelle King will conduct the MUVE tour  

3. Those students with smartphones will download the iNaturalist app. Those who don’t 

have smartphones will pair with those who do. 

4. Pairs will share lunch outdoors and upload photos of any birds and butterflies they see 

 

Homework: 

 Throughout the week, try to find birds and butterflies to catch with your 

iNaturalist app. For those who don’t have smartphones, keep an index card in 

your pocket and write down the day, time and place of any wildlife you might see 

during the week as you go to and from class. A couple of days after this service-

learning project, write a brief email to the new friend you made in the first 

service-learning project and describe any wildlife you were able to see in the big 

Concrete Jungle of Miami. 

  

Activities: Service-Learning Activity 2 at the Oleta River State Park 

 

1. Once again, as Reporting students and Changemaker students arrive, they pair up 

with a student they do NOT already know and did NOT already work with from the 

opposite group at the Frost Museum. Before the shore cleanup, they do as before, 

exchanging email addresses and taking five minutes to share their stories, using the 

listening techniques described in Chapter 2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and 

Sustainability. Since this is the second time the students are using this technique, they 

should be better at it. 

2. Chris Migliaccio gives a brief overview of all the native plants at the park and 

explains how areas with this type of mangrove vegetation recover much more quickly 

after a hurricane than do oceanfront properties with non-native plants and an 

unobstructed view of the water  

3. Students spend an hour cleaning the shoreline and removing trash from the 

mangroves. 

4. Students share a lunch with their new partner of the day, once again reflecting on 

what they have learned and experienced in this project. The talk can be about any new 

sensations that come to mind. The heat of the day, how they dream of a “water view,” 

why they dislike being out in nature or find it refreshing, any new sensations they 

have experienced. 

 

 Homework: 

 A couple of days after this class, write a brief email to the new friend you have 

made in this service-learning project. Ask how their classes are going and if they 

have any new impression about the project now that a couple of days have passed. 

 

Activities: Service-Learning Activity 3 at Virginia Key 

 

1. Once again, as Reporting students and Changemaker students arrive, they pair up 

with a student they do NOT already know and did NOT already work with at either 

the Frost Museum or Oleta River State Park. Before the planting of native species, 

they do as before, exchanging email addresses and taking five minutes to share their 

stories, using the listening techniques described in Chapter 2 of Seeing Systems, 



Peace, Justice and Sustainability. Since this is now Round 3 of using this technique, 

they should be pros. 

2. Students plant native species. 

3. As before, students share a lunch with their new partner of the day, once again 

reflecting on what they have learned and experienced in this project. The talk can be 

about any new sensations that come to mind. 

 

Homework: A couple of days after this class, write a brief email to the new friend 

you have made in this service-learning project. Ask how their classes are going and if 

they have any new impression about the project now that a couple of days have 

passed. Did they suffer any after the planting? Mosquito bites? Blistering hands? Was 

it worth it? Would they do it again? 

 

Activities: Classroom Lesson 2: Writing That Matters 

 

1. The reporting students will pair up with someone they haven’t worked to talk about 

the three samples of their favorite environmental articles that they brought to class 

(this was the homework form Lesson 1, so they better have samples with them!). 

They will also discuss how they each want to write about their experiences of the past 

month as journalists (NOT a creative, personal essay here, rather something that 

could be published in a newspaper). Will it be a profile story on one of the 

Changemakers they worked with on one of the service-learning projects? Will it be an 

investigative piece on the bikers at Virginia Key and how they teamed with 

environmentalists to compromise on shared use of the land? Will it be an editorial 

piece to submit to the Herald either on the local environment or the Changemaker 

program? 

2. Students will then all work together using the Harkness Technique to discuss what 

they learned throughout the month. One student will write some of the key 

observations on the whiteboard. 

 

Homework: Write the journalism piece you discussed in class. 

 

VI. Assessment: Changemaker students won’t be graded, since they are not reporting students. 

They instead will get service-learning credit. They will share their short, reflective personal 

pieces with their mentees. Reporting students will be graded as pairs on their ability to listen 

effectively, both to their Changemaker partners in the service-learning projects and their 

reporting partners in the classroom. The whole reporting class will receive a grade for the 

final Harkness discussion. And finally, the reporters will receive a grade on their final writing 

assignment. 

 

VII. Materials:  

 

1. Intro on writing styles in Writing and Reporting News: A Coaching Method, 7
th

 

edition by Carole Rich  

2. Chapter 2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and Sustainability  

 

VIII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 



Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills 

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information 

Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives  

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of  

humans on the environment 

      JOU 1100 Course Competencies: 

Competency 1: The Student will demonstrate knowledge of the various forms of journalism 

writing by:  

 a. Identifying different writing styles 

 b. Relating those styles to the journalism intention (inform for news story vs. influence 

for editorial piece vs. marketing/ad writing, which is designed to influence consumer 

behavior) 

c. Recognizing the various techniques used to write in these styles (reporting by 

interviewing two or more sources, researching news articles for an editorial piece) 

 


