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Description: This mini-unit for ENC1101 (blended) incorporates a variety web-based “reading” assignments, including 

articles and videos. 

Objectives: The assignments in this mini-unit are meant to enlighten as to their own contribution, social responsibility, 

and relationship to sustainability.   

Procedure: All materials are available in or links to materials are provided in the LMS.  Students progress through three 

levels of assignments. 

1. Students take a survey to calculate their carbon footprint using: “How Many Planets Does It Take to Support 

Your Lifestyle?” http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/calculators/. After taking the 

survey, students participate in an online discussion forum where they (1) write a paragraph that reflects on 

the results of their survey and (2) engage with at least two other students in the class by commenting on 

those students’ reflection paragraphs. 

2. Students read/view a variety of materials about/by Vaclav Havel. These include:  

a. NBCLearn video, “2000 - Serbian Protests Latest in Line of People Power Movements” that mentions 

Havel's political contribution to freedom in Eastern Europe at 

https://sso.nbclearn.com/secure/playcuecard.do?si=mdc.edu&cuecard=6213 (login not needed 

when embedded in Angel).  

b. A tribute to Havel posted on the MailOnline (UK), ‘Thousands line the streets of Prague to pay 

tribute to Vaclav Havel, the playwright turned president who helped Czechs escape from 

Communism” at http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2077104/Vaclav-Havel-Thousands-line-

streets-Prague-pay-tribute.html?ito=feeds-newsxml.  

c. New York Times Op-Ed piece by Havel dated 27 September 2007, “Our Moral Footprint” at 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/27/opinion/27havel.html?_r=0; students may need to create a 

free account to view on the NYT website; alternatively, they may search for the article in MDC’s 

online databases where it is available through the New York Times – Historical database filed under 

“News and Current Events.”  

d. In addition, at the top of the page in Angel that lists these three resources, I link to Wikimedia for 

the correct pronunciation of Havel’s name: 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a5/V%C3%A1clav_Havel.ogg  

 After studying the materials, students engage in a second discussion forum following the posting 

requirements of Level 1.  

3.  Students create an artifact/document that culminates and represents their experience in the mini-unit. 

There are two parts to this level 

a. Students may create one of the following that represents what they have learned: an digital image 

(.jpg - their own photograph; a poster they photograph; digital artwork, etc.) or create a text (poem, 

flash fiction with a cap of 300 words, etc.) that fits onto one standard 8.5”X11” sheet of paper. 

Artistic ability is not required, just creativity and thoughtfulness. Students need to be made aware 
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that their artifact/document may be posted online if the compilation portion of the assignment is 

used (see below). 

b. Students submit the artifact/document in a short paper. The first page should have only the student 

identifying information as determined by the professor (I use a standard heading for a term paper as 

defined by MLA) and the artifact/document. On page 2, the students write a short (3-paragraph) 

essay explain the intent and meaning of their artifact/document.  

Assessment: Students receive 3 grades for the mini-unit.  

1. The Level 1 discussion forum results in one grade. I base the grade on the thoughtfulness of the “new post” 

and the level of engagement in discussion by using Angel’s scoring rubric under the assignment setting tab 

for the discussion forum. 

2. The Level 1 discussion forum results in a second grade. I base on grade on the same criteria list in #1 above, 

noting whether the student has successfully assimilated material from various sources in the level. 

3. The Level 3 paper results in a Gordon Rule grade and, ultimately, an online compilation (optional) I create of 

all the student’s artifacts/documents. The compilation is optional (see below) as it is created and its form is 

determined by the professor (see below). The artifact/document itself is not graded. The short essay on 

page 2 is evaluated according to Gordon Rule requirements, and a grade is assigned.  

Compilation: The creation of a compilation of student artifacts/documents and the form of the compilation is at the 

professor’s digression. It could be, for example, a PowerPoint slideshow that is played in class. The PowerPoint 

slideshow should be uploaded to the professor’s Slideshare account. PowerPoint slides and Paint (or other software) 

could be used to convert documents to digital images that can then be used along with any digital artifacts to create a 

video that is uploaded to the professor’s YouTube account. There is endless variety in the form of the compilation 

depending on the professor’s interest and skill set. Also, the compilation can be eliminated from the mini-unit by the 

professor.  

For example, in one course, I created an extra credit assignment based solely on Level 3. The topic was different (the 

student’s relationship to technology), but the procedure for Level 3 was followed. Students knew in advance that I 

would be creating a compilation (and adding my own images to it) for a project in a non-credit MOOC I was taking. 

“Visions of Technology”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPF8k4_UfNk.  
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