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Directions: There are two assignments in this module, an online discussion forum and a reflective essay 

Part 1: Online discussion 

1. Reading Assignment: from the National Geographic Learning Reader: Environment 

a. The Redwoods Point the Way” by Michael Fay (A conservationist sees a new wave of 
enlightened forestry as a model for wiser stewardship of nature and its “natural 
capital.”) http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/10/redwood-management/fay-text  

b. “Drying of the West” by Robert Kunzig (The American West was won by water 
management. What happens when there’s no water left to manage?) The American 
West was won by water management. What happens when there's no water left to 
manage?) http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2008/02/drying-west/kunzig-text  

2. Complete the online discussion: Name an important location that you consider to be “natural 
capital” in Miami Dade County. Write a new post explaining why you think the location is 
important to the county’s residents and/or the tourists who visit here each year. Then, read 
other student’s posts and respond to at least three of them. New posts should be 150-200 
words, and replies should be at least 50 words. Grading is based on the effectiveness (content 
and length) of your work. 
 

1 new post/3 replies 100 

1 new post/2 replies 85 

1 new post/1 reply 75 

1 new post/0 replies 65 

0 new posts/ any number 
of replies 

55 

  
 

Part 2: Essay #3 

More specific directions and requirements can be found in the online assignment handout. There are 

two grades associated with Essay #3, a writing grade (Major Grade #3) and a research/documentation 

grade (Major Grade #4). 

1. Major Grade #3: Using the natural capital you identified for Part 1 of this module (or another 

location of your choice), write a 900-1000 word essay (about three pages following MLA paper 

format requirements – see the syllabus) addressing the writing prompt:  

Write an essay that defines one aspect of Miami Dade County’s natural capital. Describe 
the state of this resource as it is today compared to what you think its future should or 
could be. The capital you name can be as big as the Everglades or as small as your 
neighborhood park. It needs, however, to be a green space open to the public. 

 
Do not include researched source material in this version of the essay. Also, do not assume your 
reader has visited this locale. As the author of the essay, it is your responsibility to build an 
accurate and interesting description, using spatial order to organize your concrete details.  

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/10/redwood-management/fay-text
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2008/02/drying-west/kunzig-text
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See the online calendar for the cut-off date for your class. When you are ready, make sure to 
format your paper according to MLA requirements (see Ground Rule #5 in the syllabus) and 
upload the paper to the appropriate TurnItIn dropbox. 
 
 
 

2. Major Grade #4: Research your locale. MDC Library Databases are a good place to start finding 
local sources (Miami Herald, etc.) for this paper. The databases will be demonstrated in class so 
that you will know how to use them. You may also interview someone with expert knowledge 
about the location. For example, who might you interview if you’re writing about Everglades 
National Park? Only one website may be used. Choose carefully. Use Formulas for Composition, 
Chapter 5, as your resource for MLA documentation. A passing paper must satisfy all the criteria 
required to document a paper using MLA-style documentation. See the online assignment 
handout for more details. 

 
Add your source material to the first version of your essay. Be sure to include introductory 
signals, MLA parenthetical citations, and interpretation for all the source material you use in 
your essay. Add a Works Cited page (start a new page) at the end of your paper. Be sure to 
follow the requirements for MLA-style documentation. If you used an online citation generator, 
double check the accuracy of the citations. Once an incorrect citation is in your Works Cited, it 
becomes your error. 

 
Workshop your paper: See the online calendar for  the date of your class workshop. Print three 
copies of your paper (staple pages together) and bring it to class to be work-shopped. You will 
be assigned to a group for discussion. Your participation in the group discussion will earn a 
minor grade. If you do not have enough copies of your paper, you will not be able to participate 
in this activity and will earn no minor grade credit.  
 
See the online calendar for the final cut-off date for your class. When you are ready, make sure 
to format your paper according to MLA requirements (see Ground Rule #5 in the syllabus) and 
upload the paper to the appropriate TurnItIn dropbox. 

 
 


