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Professor Albert Lenel 
Miami Dade College, InterAmerican Campus 
Philosophy 

 

  
Topic: Water, Ethics, Aesthetics, and Urban Resiliency – 
  
Workshop Description: This workshop focuses on the South Florida ecosystem and watershed as well as the 

integration of freshwater sustainability and water ethics into curriculum. Review U.S. 
and Florida water history, and connections among Lake Kissimmee, Lake Okeechobee, 
the Everglades wetlands, estuaries and coral reefs. Ecosystem size, water supply, 
nutrient load, diverse flora and fauna, and interrelationships with urban communities 
including current water use and key freshwater challenges will be reviewed as will a 
synopsis of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, with a goal of 
compatibility of the built and natural systems.   

Tour a portion of Biscayne Bay by boat while learning about efforts to preserve and 
enhance its natural condition. Discuss progressive communitywide solutions underway 
from flood-prone Netherlands to drought-addled Australia as well as climate change 
links to key topics of water and weather/rainfall, drought, and storms. Explore the 
new water ethic building in communities and industries, with a focus on the role of 
colleges in becoming a model for new ways of living with and valuing water. Reflect on 
water’s biological and aesthetic value and brainstorm ways of integrating it into 
coursework. 

  
 

Step One: Go to the Ted Talk by Patricia Siemen about “The Rights of Nature” at the following 
web address:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EPnSw0j5Go  
 
 
 
 

  
Step Two: Find other information on the legal rights granted to the Whanganui River in New 

Zealand in 2012.   
What are people doing to help protect that river from development?  
Helpful websites: 
http://www.treehugger.com/environmental-policy/river-new-zealand-granted-legal-
rights-person.html 
http://therightsofnature.org/rights-of-nature-laws/whanganui-river-given-rights-as-
a-legal-identity/ 
http://www.takepart.com/article/2012/09/13/new-zealand-river-becomes-person 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/18/new-zealand-whanganui-
river_n_1894893.html 
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Step Three: Check out the map of the major rivers in Florida. Pick out one river to be the focus of your 
assignment.  

 
  
Step Four: Write about the history of the river you have chosen.  If possible, describe the origin of the 

river’s name.  How has the river been important to people in Florida?  What are the uses to 
which the river is put today?  What Florida Counties does the river cross?  What are some of 
the species of plants and animals that thrive in or near the river?  Are there any 
environmental issues regarding the river and its use by human beings?  If so, describe those 
issues. 
 

Step Five: 
 
 
 
 
Step Six: 
 
 
Step Seven: 

Answer the following questions regarding the river you chose.  Is the river used for 
recreation?  Is it a part of any state or national parks?  What recreational activities does the 
river make possible?  Does the river supply water for any industries or municipalities? 
 
 
How could granting the river legal rights help in protecting the river?  How would those rights 
be protected?  Who would speak for the river? 
 
Write a (minimum) three page paper including the results of your research.  Be sure to 
include answers to each question posed in steps four through six.  Papers are due one week 
before the Final Exam. 
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MDC Learning 
Outcomes: 

1.  Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  
 
3.  Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 
 
6.  Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities.  
 
7.  Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 
 
10. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 
environment.  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


