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 SPC 2608—Bridging Voice & Nature With Language To Awaken Roots of Embodied Speech 

 

I would introduce this 2 – 3 week lesson toward the middle of the term, after students had already begun their 

exploration of Public Speaking through a variety of formal and informal speeches. My overall strategy would be to 

connect students with the diversity of languages world-wide, especially attending to those “tongues” that are on the 

endangered list. The immediate goal would be to stimulate appreciation for speech through a focus on the students’ 

learning about the indigenous sounds of minority cultures; the intermediate goal would be to learn ways to bridge 

research on these culture’s unique sounds and apply them to our public speaking class. Finally, I would want the 

students to expand their embodiment of word expression. Assessment at the end would include Ethos, Logos, Pathos & 

Delivery Skills. 

 To begin, I would introduce this lesson by telling The Universe Story with a focus on speech. This would invite 

students to cultivate a context for appreciating the vastness and uniqueness of this moment in time, including a respect 

for the richness of communities and multicultural diversity gleaned by researching the recording of the endangered 

languages found at National Geographic’s website: The Enduring Voices Project. I would invite students to gather in 

small groups to select their regions to explore: For example—The Northwest Pacific Plateau, Oklahoma & The 

Southwest, Northern South America, Central South America, Southern South America, Southern Africa, Western Africa, 

Australia, Eastern Siberia & Alaska, and so on. I would emphasize the relatedness of these endangered languages to the 

environments in which these cultures are embedded. Students would report back to the class on their research, 

delivering via their groups, using the format of informative speeches. 

 I would then introduce the work of David Abrams (The Spell of the Sensuous & Becoming Animal: An Earthly 

Cosmology). I would focus the students’ attention on the words they currently use, on their giving and receiving of voice, 

and encourage them to connect these acts to the “directly sensed world.” For example, the following are some quotes 

that I might use from Abrams’ work: “a language that stirs a new humility in relation to other earthborn beings” or “a 

style of speech that opens our senses to the sensuous in all its multiform strangeness” or “What if meaningful speech is 

not an exclusively human possession? What if the very language we now speak arose first in response to an animate and 

expressive world?” 

 Then, students would develop a short, concise, dramatic, and nuanced “7-word speech” (with an emphasis on 

articulation, tone, rate, volume, etc—their paralanguage skills—together with gestures, facial expression, and posture). 

This would focus on the quality of sound and meaning buried within individual words. Later, this would become 7 lines; 

then, when extended into a longer speech, I would invite the students to practice sharing their speeches in a natural 

setting—e.g. one in which they would give their speech outdoors to ocean, sky, trees, rocks, etc. Along the way, I would 

give them exercises in class that broadened their sound-making abilities, and encourage them to vibrate with their 

words. As the students give their voices to the resonance of the words they speak, hopefully they will experience a more 

embodied speech. Tying this in with The Universe Story that we shared at the start of our 2-week lesson, I would suggest 

that when they deliver their speeches, they are speaking to and with the cosmos (a wider audience, indeed). Ultimately, 

then, I am encouraging students to develop more awareness of the power of the oracular to deepen their awareness of 

the environment, to broaden their speech-making abilities, and to enhance the actual delivery of their speeches. 



 Learning outcomes at MDC would include #1, #3, #4, #5, 7, 9 & 10. Assessments would be based, at the end of 

the project, on students’ overall expression of Ethos (their sense of authority & integrity), Logos (their ability to organize 

their thoughts, use logic, and explore word use), Pathos (their rapport and immediacy with the audience, their passion 

for their expression, and ability to inspire), and finally their Delivery--including both verbal & nonverbal expression of 

their animal/human selves—and the tuning into what I refer to as “embodied and natural behaviors” within their 

presentations.  

 Since language is not self-sustaining, and it will die with the disappearance of endangered human cultures, our 

ability to speak and share words as language is an ever-precious resource, not to be squandered.  By appreciating 

linguistic diversity combined with cultural diversity, we—students and teacher alike--discover more pathways to a 

Sustainable Education—a route that invites us to care for the many communities that surround us, locally and globally, 

in and around our Earth, our Home. The excavation of language resources in this short 2 – 3 week lesson, hopefully, will 

provide the students with motivation to dive into the second half of their public speaking term with a renewed sense of 

being connected to other humans, and indeed other species-- especially those who are endangered—so that our 

students can answer better the question: “why should I care?” Language extinction, as in biodiversity extinction, leads to 

loss of traditional knowledge. The words we speak belong to our ancestors and their relation to their environments; they 

are rooted in us and in our biodiversity. Therefore, SPC 2608—a Public Speaking course-- could invite an enriched 

appreciation of these and other embodied treasures, bridging language diversity with biodiversity.  


