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As an end of term project, students will be required to participate in a debate based on the fifth tenet of 

the fifth principle of The Earth Charter. 

 

“5.  Protect and restore the integrity of Earth’s ecological systems, with special concern for 

biological diversity and the natural processes that sustain life. 

 d.  Control and eradicate non-native or genetically modified organisms harmful to native 

species and the environment, and prevent introduction of such harmful organisms.” 

 

 

This assignment will directly address the following MDC Learning Outcomes: 

 

 1.  Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 

 3.  Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

 4.  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information. 

 7.  Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

10.  Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

environment. 

 

In addition, the following Course Competencies will be addressed: 

 

 2.  Demonstrate the ability to organize meaningful ideas for communication situations. 

 3.  Demonstrate effective listening skills. 

 4.  Adapt language to various communication situations. 

 7.  Create and present sound arguments. 

 8.  Manage own communication behaviors. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Persuasive Speaking Project 

Sustainability Debate  

 

Resolved:  Genetically modified organisms should be prohibited. 

 

 

At the beginning of the semester, students will be divided into two research groups representing the 

affirmative and negative positions of the above topic.  They will be instructed to begin researching the 

topic.  Class time will be provided on a weekly basis for group meetings. 

 

After one month, students within groups will be paired into teams.  They will be instructed to begin 

writing a debate case based on the Monroe Motivated Sequence for persuasive speech.  Each student 

will be required to present a five-minute constructive speech and a three-minute rebuttal speech during 

the debate.  These speeches meet the course persuasive speech requirement.   (Individual teams should 

continue researching for information that will support their particular case.) 

 

During the 11th, 12th and 13th weeks of the semester, teams will be paired randomly to debate the topic.  

Students will be graded individually using the same Speech Evaluation Form used for their informative 

speeches. 

 

Debate Format: 

     First Affirmative Constructive Speech    5 minutes 

     First Negative Constructive Speech    5 minutes 

     Second Affirmative Constructive Speech   5 minutes 

     Second Negative Constructive Speech   5 minutes 

     First Negative Rebuttal Speech    3 minutes 

     First Affirmative Rebuttal Speech    3 minutes 

     Second Negative Rebuttal Speech    3 minutes 

     Second Affirmative Rebuttal Speech    3 minutes 

 


