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The following assignment is meant as the first assignment required in preparation of a persuasive speech.  This 
assignment would follow a guided class discussion on sustainability—it’s definition, topics, concerns and possible 
approaches.  After the research, students will create a formal outline and present the persuasive speech.  These 
three assignments will help fulfill the following course competencies for SPC1017: 
 

 Competency 2:  The student will demonstrate the ability to organize meaningful ideas for communication 
situations by 

1. incorporating supporting materials to develop ideas. 
2. incorporating various traditional and electronic research methods. 

 
 Competency 4:  The student will adapt language to various communication situations by  

1. analyzing the audience. 
2. using strategies to achieve listener attention. 
3. Recognizing assertive language techniques. 

 
 Competency 6:  The student will demonstrate effective visual aspects of delivery by 

1. utilizing appropriate gestures and body movements for target audiences and speaking occasions. 
2. using appropriate facial expressions for target audiences and speaking occasions. 
3. using appropriate eye contact for target audiences and speaking occasions. 
 

 Competency 7:  The student will create and present sound arguments by 
1. preparing compliance-gaining messages. 
2. evaluating arguments. 

 
 
The assignment will also help fulfill the following Course Competencies for IDS1153 which are being incorporated 
in an effort to obtain the Sustainable Development designation for the SPC1017 course: 
 

 Competency 2:  The student will identify issues in Earth ethics facing the world today by: 
1. defining cultural paradigms; comparing and contrasting their roots and connections to patterns of 

consumption. 
2. summarizing how loss of habitat, resource depletion and human population growth have ethical 

components. 
3. defining environmental justice and its application to ecological issues. 
4. explaining the concept of the “Commons” and the importance of equitable access. 

 
 Competency 3:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the principles of ecological sustainability 

by: 
1. defining ecological sustainability. 
2. describing the characteristics of an ecosystem; an ecological community; and ecological sustainability. 
3. identifying strategies that communities, governments and businesses can use to become more 

environmentally friendly. 
 

 Competency 5:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the role of individual responsibility and 
action in contributing to a sustainable world by: 
1. defining roles of individual and community action in bringing about a healthier planet. 
2. Researching and appraising how systems are affected by individual and collective action. 
3. Bringing ecological awareness to both existing community groups and/or any group which one is a 

part. 



 
RESEARCH BRIEF 

 
During the research process of any general topic, themes or subtopics become apparent.  Such themes are 
consistently repeated by many authors and experts in the field.  For example, if one researches capital 
punishment, the reoccurring themes include whether or not capital punishment is cruel and unusual 
punishment; whether or not it is applied equally and fairly; whether or not it is a deterrent to crime; 
whether or not it is more cost effective; whether or not it is moral.  Regardless of the amount of time 
spent researching or the number of sources, the same themes appear.  Often individuals keep track of all 
the information gathered from one source with the source citation.  The end result of this type of 
organization is that before the information can be used it is necessary to do an analysis to determine the 
themes from the research.  Making a set of research briefs while researching avoids this step.   
 
A set of research briefs represents the information gathered during the research process organized by 
the themes found within the topic and the complete citation information.  For example, all the 
information that addresses whether or not capital punishment is cruel or unusual punishment is 
maintained in a single brief with the individual sources listed as the sub-headings.  Likewise, all the 
information that addresses whether or not it is equally applied, that which addresses cost effectiveness, 
etc. all forms a second and third brief.  Ultimately, regardless of the number of sources investigated, there 
will be a limited number of briefs, making the organization of the end work much easier since the topics 
of the briefs usually become the topics of the end written work. 
 
Assignment:  Use any of the databases available through the MDC Library to choose a topic for a 5-
minute persuasive speech on one of the sustainability topics discussed in class.  Databases may be 
accessed via the MDC library.  (Your student number is your login and the last four numbers of the 
student number are the password.)  My personal recommendations for this assignment are ‘Opposing 
Viewpoints’ and ‘Issues and Controversies’ although any database is acceptable.  The direct link to MDC 
Library Databases is: 
 
www.mdc.edu/libraries>Articles/Databases>Databases  
 
Once the topic has been chosen, make a set of research briefs that includes at least four themes.  Each 
theme must include at least two properly cited sources (APA format.)  This is an important part of the 
process since complete source citations must be given within the body of the speech itself, but no 
‘Sources Cited’ page will be submitted.  To ensure that a variety of sources are used, a single source may 
only be used in support of two themes. 
 
A sample of a set of briefs is provided on the Lessons Tab under Module II. 
 

http://www.mdc.edu/libraries%3eArticles/Databases%3eDatabases

