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Course Description  
The student will learn about educational neuroscience research and best practices related 
to the instruction of efferent reading. The student will determine and select appropriate 

instructional materials, differentiate instruction for diverse learners, and scaffold for 
effective literacy instruction across the curriculum.  Fifteen hours of clinical experience are 
required. 
 

This course is a Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies, GSELS-related class. 
Global citizenship, ecological sustainability, civic engagement, planetary challenges and 
developing values, skills, and behaviors that promote prosperity and communities of well-

being will be incorporated and explored in this class.  

A Texts Review is a required assignment for the class. For this assignment, in addition 
to including the requirements above, I limited the texts' overarching themes 
to: global citizenship, ecological sustainability, civic engagement, planetary 
challenges. 

Description: It is important for the pre-service teacher to keep current by evaluating 

literature such as books and digital print materials which can be utilized to create 

information intensive environments for a diverse population of literacy learners. 

Directions: Select a grade level. Select a topic, which correlates with the grade level content 

and Next Generation Sunshine State Standards/Florida Standards. List the books and 

digital print materials in APA format. 

1. Research three (3) literary texts and three (3) informational texts. These may be 

hard copy or digital. 

2. Determine the textual complexity of each text using the following link: 

http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/ 

3. Use culturally responsive, age appropriate, and linguistically accessible materials 

to meet the literacy and content instructional needs of a diverse population of 

students. 

4. Provide the following information in table format: 

 Author 

 Illustrator 

 Publisher 

 Lexile Level 

 Appropriate grade level 

 Summary of the plot/content 

http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/


5. List and discuss a minimum of three (3) research-based strategies per book to be 

utilized in instruction of a diverse population of students including ELLs and 

students with disabilities. Include the six reading components-phonemic 

awareness, phonics, oral language, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension in 

your strategies. 

6. Provide an explanation of the appropriateness of each strategy, one (1) example of 

actual use in the instruction of each book, and how it can influence and develop 

comprehension in a diverse student population. 

7. Apply knowledge of sociocultural, sociopolitical, and psychological variables in 

evaluating the selected resources. 

Because an interdisciplinary thematic unit is another required component of the course, 
topics students read, research, and include as part of their assignments must be GSELS-

related. 

 


