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Objectives:  

Select classical music to accompany an artistic project created by your group that is related to The Earth 

Charter. 

Present your project in an 8-10 minute in-class presentation with the music. 

Write one report per group that describes the music, the artistic project, the ideas behind them, and the 

process used to create the final product. 

 

The Music.  

Choose a piece of classical music. You may also use other types of music, but the majority of the music must 

be classical. See the list of composers below for some suggestions. 

Study the composer (if known) and music to gain an in-depth understanding.  

 Some questions about the music: 

  What is the style (time period) of this music? 

What are the musical characteristics that reflect this style?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 What is most interesting or important about the music? 

  What is the music expressing?  

 Some questions about the composer: 

  What ideas and experiences influenced the composer? 

  What instrument(s) did this composer play? 

  Is the music typical for this composer? 

  How famous is this composer? 

 

The Presentation.  

Each presentation music must illustrate or be related to some aspect of The Earth Charter. (Reread the 

charter and brainstorm ideas.) 

The artistic project must enhance the experience of the music and vice versa.  

The presentation will take place simultaneously with the music.  

The artistic elements must be created by the group. 

 Some possibilities include: 

  Video (internet, DVD, VHS, podcast) 

  Artwork 

  Live performance (such as dance, drama, reading, art) 

  Slide show 

  Interactive activity/class participation 

You may borrow from other sources such as film, television, literature, recorded sound. However, original 

works will receive higher grades.  



You may use any combination of techniques or create your own technique for enhancement.  

Do not lecture about the music or the composer. Lectures involving PowerPoint will receive low grades. 

 

Guidelines. 

 Music: 5-10 minutes in length. Excerpts are okay, but include enough music to give a feel for the 

piece(s). Use a majority of classical styles. 

 

 Presentation: Use your imagination! Creativity is a plus in this project. Original and surprising 

presentations will receive higher marks. The link between the music should be clear, however, and must be 

described in the report. For media presentations (video, PowerPoint, recordings, photos), be sure to include 

credits in the video. 

 Successful presentations in the past have included: skits, homemade videos, sculpture, art work, 

photography, poetry, storybook slide shows, live music, dance, costumes, story-telling, painting, and much 

more.  

 Successful presentations often tell a story or express a clear idea.  

 A sense of humor or drama help to convey your message. 

 

 Report: 700-1000 words. This may be submitted via email in Word or as a formatted PDF. ONE 

PAPER PER GROUP. 

The report must include the following elements: 

 1) Background information about the music: 

   a) Composer (if known) 

   b) Purpose and meaning of the music 

   c) Musical features 

   d) Historical and stylistic context 

 2) A description of the presentation, including: 

   a) how it was developed (a list of ideas, for example) 

   b) the concept of the presentation (what does it mean?) 

   c) the link between the music and the presentation 

 

You are free to emphasize whatever points seem most interesting and important.  

Explain the connection between the music and the presentation in your report. 

 

Grading 

 Please see the rubric on the next page.  

 

Guidelines for choosing composers and music 

 

Do not use music that I have already played in class. If you are unsure, check with me or refer to the 
textbook.  

 

Avoid overly famous works such as Beethoven’s Symphony no. 5, or the “Moonlight” Sonata.  

 

Here is a list of composers to use: 

 



VERY FAMOUS Suggested Alternatives 

from the 20th Century 

Bach, J.S. Charles Ives Ligeti 

Bartòk Shostakovich Pendercki 

Beethoven Phillip Glass George Crumb 

Brahms Bartok John Cage 

Chopin Steve Reich Conlon Nancarrow 

Debussy Ravel  Vaughn Williams 

Handel Harry Partch Olivier Messiaen 

Liszt Arvo Pärt Stockhausen 

Mozart Boulez Xenakis 

Schubert Berg  

Schumann Babitt  

Smetana John Adams   

Stravinsky Terry Riley  

Tchaikovsky Webern  

Vivaldi Schoenberg  

Wagner Aaron Copland  

Gottschalk Prokoffiev  

Dvorak Rachmaninoff  

Telemann George Gershwin  

Haydn   

Purcell   
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Group:  ______________________________________________  
 

Evaluation 

  

Musical selection  
 

appropriate style(s) * 20 
 

interesting * 20 
 

Presentation  
 

creativity ** 50 
 

Success in expressing 

an idea (Earth Charter) 
50 

 

Report   
 

spelling/grammar 30 
 

complete 30 
 

TOTAL POINTS 200 
 

 

* The music should be of high quality, composed by a famous classical composer.  

 

** Creativity means being innovative with the material that you use. Highest marks will go to original creations. 

Using pre-existing material will be graded according to the conception and execution of the project. Clearly 

explain your concepts in the report. 


