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Overview 

Observe differences in the sounds of nature vs. manmade environments, both 

visually and aurally. Compare these differences reflected in music. Analyze 

your subjective response to each.  

Objectives 

Become aware of the differences in natural versus manmade environments.  

Reflect on personal physical, emotional, and spiritual responses to the sounds 

heard in both places. 

Discover how music reflects the environment though listening to selected 

works. 

Activities 

Choose two locations: one in nature and one in a urban manmade 

environment. Try to find environments that are as exclusive as possible. For 

example, a natural environment should be as far as possible from roads, 

buildings, or machinery. It could be in the ocean, a forest, or on a trail in the 

Everglades. The manmade locale might be in the middle of downtown Miami, 

or near a construction site.  

Make recordings of each location using the camera or video recorder. Measure 

the decibel level of each place.  

Spend time carefully observing your thoughts and feelings as you record and 

experience your surroundings. Write a paragraph or two about how you feel. 

Listen to two pieces of classical music, one for each place you visited as 

suggested below. Make a list of the features of each piece. How do they 

compare with the sounds you heard in nature? 

Try listening to both the music and the recorded environmental sounds 

combined.  

 

 

Materials 

Smart phone. 

REQUIRED APPS: camera and/or 

video recorder, audio recorder, 

decibel level measuring. 

Other Resources 

Web sites for listening:  

YouTube 

 



   

Appreciating the Earth  2 
 

Evaluation 

Grading is based upon a paper and video or slideshow.  

The paper must describe the locations visited with accompanying reflections and decibel measurements. It must comment on the 

musical elements that reflect the environments. Describe any connections among the sounds heard and intuitive responses. 

 

Selected works for listening (title, composer): 

Natural Environments (romantic and impressionistic styles) 

Ocean: 

La Mer, Debussy 

Poems of the Sea, Bloch 

Une barque sur l’ocean (from Miroirs), Ravel 

 

Forest: 

Pines of Rome, Respighi 

Woodland Sketches, Macdowell 

 

Manmade Environments (20th century styles) 

Ballet Mechanique, Antheil 

Kammermusik no. 1, Hindemith 

De Staat, Louis Andriessen  


