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Lesson Plan for Music Appreciation  
The Orchestra and Peace 
 
Objective:  Learn about an orchestra that is founded on the principal of creating peace in the world. 
Write an essay describing the goals of this orchestra and how it attempts to foster peace through music. 
 
 
In class:  View the performance of the Berlin Philharmonic playing Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
conducted by Leonard Bernstein after the fall of the Berlin Wall.  
 
Discuss the role of the orchestra and the meaning of the Ode to Joy in Beethoven’s famous finale. Answer 

the question of Beethoven’s relationship to the ideals of the French Revolution: Liberty, Equality, and 

Fraternity. Outline Beethoven’s philosophy regarding the aristocracy and The People. Discuss the choice 
of Leonard Bernstein as the conductor. 
 
 
Assignment: 
1) Visit this web page: http://www.classical-music.com/blog/music-peace 
 The page describes several orchestras: The World Orchestra for Peace, The Simon Bolivar Youth 
Orchestra, and The World Peace Orchestra. Each focuses on world peace in a unique way. 
 
2) Read about each orchestra and choose one for your study. 

 
3) Listen to some of the music played by the orchestra you chose. You may find this music on 
YouTube. 
 For example: Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony (fourth movement), Music from West Side Story, or 
Barber’s Adagio for Strings. 
 
4) Write a brief essay (1 – 2 pages) answering the following questions: 
 a) How does this orchestra promote peace in the world? 
 b) Describe at least one piece of music played by this orchestra that demonstrates or 
promotes peace. How is the music connected to the idea of peace? 
 c) In general, do you think an orchestra is a good model for peace? In what ways does, or does 
it not, provide an example? 

 
 
Goals:  This assignment addresses reading and writing skills, music listening (aesthetic appreciation), 
and critical thinking. Understanding from the lecture and discussion in class will be demonstrated in the 
paper. A post-paper discussion may include student presentations, each explaining the perspectives of 
the orchestras studied. 
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