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Professor Carola Pedreschi 

MDC North Campus 

Psychology 

 (Picture Prof. Carola S. Pedreschi) 

Experiential Lesson Plan/Assignment – Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Portfolio 

Course: Earth Literacy and Sustainability 1 -   IDS 1153 

Topic: Interdisciplinary approach to personal engagement in nature experiences and the understanding of the 

importance of parks. 

Objectives: Students will learn to develop an electronic portfolio,  develop on-line research skills, develop critical 

thinking skills, develop observational skills, develop introspective thought, use of media  (photography and videos), 

develop an awareness of the balance between environmental and economic goals, knowledge of parks and how they are 

managed, research careers related to conservation, develop knowledge of earth literacy concepts, and understand the 

role individuals play in the conservation of parks. Students will visit the Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park. 

Prior to visit: 

Students will research and find extensive information on the history of the Bill Baggs Florida State Park and write a three 

page summary. Students must include information such as geological characteristics, history of Native American through 

current settlers, founding of the park, and current state of the park.  

During the visit: 

Students will walk the trails and along the beach, while writing notes, taking pictures, and recording videos. 

After the visit:  

You may visit various websites that help explain how to develop an electronic portfolio. You may use this 

website for guidelines, but feel free to search for the one that best suits the assignment. 

electronicportfolios.com/portfolios/howto/index.html 

 

 

Students will develop an electronic portfolio that will include the following: 
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1. A three page summary of the history of the park 

2. Photography and video recordings.  

3. Research and write a two page summary on two park conservation organizations.  

4. Join one of these organizations e-newsletter and include a sample.   

5. Four page or longer essay which will include information on the following questions:  

What were your expectations before visiting the park? What did you know about state parks? 

How many different animal and plant species did you observe? Describe them. 

How are state parks protected and maintained? What is the purpose of parks? 

Interview park personnel and ask about current challenges they may be experiencing as they try to manage the park.  

List the names of at least three park careers. 

Explain the concept of green infrastructure and mitigation.   

Share thoughts and feelings after visiting this state park. 

List and explain two Miami Dade College Learning Outcomes mapped to this experience. 

 

Please send e-portfolio to your instructor by placing in ANGEL’s Dropbox section. 

 


