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You will be writing a 5 to 7 page research essay on climate change. Your essay should cite at least 5 sources 

and be formatted according to APA documentation guidelines (heading, in-text, and References). Include at 

least two of the sources provided for you in class and on ANGEL.  You may work in groups of no more than 

four students to complete this assignment and submit one essay per group. You will submit the essay to the 

Turn-It-In Drop Box on ANGEL.  

Introduction:  

Provide some general information about climate change. OR begin with an anecdote that relates to climate 

change. OR begin with a quote that can be connected to climate change. OR begin with a startling statistic 

and/or fact about climate change. OR begin with a question about climate change that your thesis answers. OR 

begin with a contrast (between a past time and now or between two different geographical locations today) 

that illustrates climate change. (Establish your credibility as someone who has done some reading on the issue 

and is taking it seriously.)  

Mention the Kyoto agreement (the first attempt at a global agreement to reduce CO2 emissions). 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2005/feb/16/sciencenews.environment 

     

End the introductory section of your paper with a thesis that presents your point of view regarding the 

severity of climate change and type of action that must be taken to address the reality of climate change on 

the planet. This last point is the focus of your paper.    

First section of the paper:  

Why is global warming one of the most urgent issues to be addressed on the planet?  

Use logical appeals: 

Define what global warming is and how it leads to climate change.   

Discuss effects of global warming, providing examples about what has already happened and what is 

statistically projected to happen. What do the experts say? You may want to address issues of food production, 

water levels, air quality, rate of species extinction, weather patterns, and/or any others.   

Optional:  Discuss any other evidence that explains climate reality today. Advance your argument by making 

analogies or developing hypothetical examples. Question commonly-held assumptions.  

(You can use the article “Advancing the Science of Climate Change”— class handout.) 

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2005/feb/16/sciencenews.environment


Second section of the paper:  

What efforts are being made to limit the effects of climate change? Discuss at least two campaigns gaining 

momentum today.  (Here are some: Climate Reality, the New Evangelical Practice for the Common Good, 

350.org.) 

Analyze: What makes the fossil fuel divestment campaign a good initiative right now? (Use “Global 

Warming’s Terrifying New Math” article under the Lessons Tab.)  

What other efforts should be considered? What seems like a reasonable way to move people o action regarding 

climate change? (Use your own experience, assumptions, and deductive logic to propose an idea or to endorse 

an idea you are familiar with.) Here is an article that discusses some of the reasons people don’t seem to want 

to act on climate change: http://grist.org/article/why-climate-change-doesnt-spark-moral-outrage-and-how-it-

could/ 

Third section of the paper:  

Can the battle to reduce the impact of climate change be won? Why?  

Use logical and emotional appeals:  

Examples from real life:  

Cite previous successful attempts to change the behavior of governments and corporations. (Look at 

the article on ANGEL “Victories! Justice!” and/or do your own research.)  

Other evidence (Use your own deductive logic and inner wisdom to discuss whether we can achieve 

the goal of limiting the impact of climate change.) 

Conclusion:  

Emotional appeal to conscience:  

Why must we as Americans and as citizens of the planet address this issue?  

What will happen to future generations if this is not done. Think of the native American concept of seven 

generations. (Look at the next to last paragraph of the post on this web page: 

http://blog.nrcprograms.org/sustainability/) 

Give your readers the information they need to become active right now: a petition to sign, an organization to 

donate money to, a meeting to attend, a newsletter or magazine to subscribe to, or some other action that 

would connect them to the reality of climate change.  
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