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Seeing Systems 

Each participant chooses a topic where he/she would take on an activity or project to foster change-making behavior 

amongst students or other group at Miami Dade College (MDC). 

Project: What is the post Hurricane Matthew situation in Haiti? 

EAP1586 Intermediate course for English for Academic Purposes- Reading and Speech 

MDC Learning Outcomes covered in this project: 

1 -Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
3-Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 
4-Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information. 
5-Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives. 
6-Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 
7-Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 
8-Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 
10-Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 
 
Competencies: 
Competency 2:  The student will speak with sufficient accuracy and fluency to ensure comprehension in many social, 
professional and academic situations. 
Competency 4: The student will demonstrate the ability to deliver presentations and explain and support opinions. 
Competency 5:  The student will speak extemporaneously on diverse topics. 
Competency 6: The student will paraphrase basic information or opinion from original sources and credit the source. 
Competency 7: The student will take notes during oral presentations and summarize the content. 
Competency 9: The student will adjust his/her listening strategies to the task at hand. 
Competency 10: The student will demonstrate analytical listening skills: 
                                a.         Distinguish fact from opinions. 

b. Make inferences. 

c. Identify speaker’s purpose, point of view and tone. 

Competency 13:   The student will analyze authentic reading materials through the use of outlining, paraphrasing, 

summarizing, and comparing perspectives. 

Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies (GSELS) Learning Network 

This course is designated as GSELS-related; criteria of a GSELS-related class that are covered include: 

2 - Describe the roles of personal and social responsibility in protecting Earth’s abundance and beauty for future 

generations.   

19 - Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability.  

20 - Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability 

Service-learning of 15 hours  is a required component of the class and is earned by collecting relief supplies for Haiti, 

earning 5,000 grains of Free Rice http://freerice.com/#/world-hunger/1657706, and creating a Prezi to tell the story of a 

critical issue in the aftermath of the hurricane. 

Time frame : 3 weeks of twice –a-week classes 

http://freerice.com/#/world-hunger/1657706


Lesson overview: 

Students read the following article before choosing a topic-  
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/22/world/americas/hurricane-matthew-haiti-earthquake.html 

Hot Topics: sustainability, health issues, deforestation, corruption, poverty, reconstruction, water and food issues, 

education and children 

-Students prepare questions to ask Haiti experts in a roundtable discussion forum. 

-Students research a critical post Hurricane Matthew topic and present a 5-minute Prezi presentation to the class. 

-Students bring in food, water, clothing and school supplies to support the relief efforts in Haiti. 

-Students attend a dinner with Haitian food and music to learn more about Haitian culture and history. 

-Students earn 5,000 grains of rice on Free Rice in the subject area World Hunger.  

-Students write reflections on what they learned from the roundtable discussions and presentations. 

-Students are encouraged  to explore how poor governance , deforestation and poverty are connected 

Overview: 

Hialeah Campus Librarian Branly Fontaine developed a library guide on Haiti: 

http://libraryguides.mdc.edu/srch.php?q=Haiti.  

Invite a team of experts to meet with students  

Suggestion of Haitian professionals at MDC, Hialeah Campus, as possible speakers:  

Florine Lazard: Advisor and adjunct business professor. She is a board member of nonprofit organization-  SOS Job  

http://www.sosjobfoundation.org/who-we-are/  this foundation creates jobs for Haitian women by giving them micro 

loans. Efforts are also underway to raise money in the U.S. to have 100 families plant 100 trees to help the deforestation 

situation. 

Marie –Ketsia Theodore-Pharel: Recruiter and adjunct professor of English.  She is author of Ropes, a novel about the 

US invasion of Haiti in 1915. She read from her novel and discussed the role of Haitian women in the resistance 

movement and throughout history. 

Branly Fontaine: Adjunct librarian Hialeah Campus.  He has family members that live in the southern part of Haiti most 

affected by Hurricane Matthew. 

Gastrude Tassy: EAP lab instructor board member and founder of a nonprofit school to teach literacy to students  3-23.  

EAP students will learn about her school and help provide school supplies and books. 

Claude Bruno: S.O.S. Job Organization board member, was an invited guest speaker, who had returned from Haiti 

recently and discussed the political situation and the shortcomings of foreign aid in developing resilience and self-

sufficiency in Haiti. 

Copies of students Prezi’s ,reflections, pictures of event, and Haiti supplies collected can be obtained by sending an 

email to iporgesw@mdc.edu  
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