
The Pine Rockland Reading Adventure 

 

EAP 0420/ EAP 0486  

Dr. Anouchka Rachelson 

Time: 75-minute class 

Lesson Overview: 

1. Warm-up - Have you ever been to a Pine Rockland area? (discussion) 

2. Reading Practice (vocabulary, pronunciation) 

3. Reading Comprehension (based on traditional Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

4. Research (IRC website) 

5. Viewing/Note taking (Video clip about pine rockland – listening practice) 

6. Discuss video (oral review) 

7. Action (optional visit to Environmental Center – register for Service Learning) 

Text adapted from http://www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/aboutus/PRI.asp 

Video Link: 

https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=pine+rockland+restoration+video&ei=UTF-

8&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-004 

http://www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/aboutus/PRI.asp
https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=pine+rockland+restoration+video&ei=UTF-8&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-004
https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=pine+rockland+restoration+video&ei=UTF-8&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-004


Reading 1 

What is a Pine Rockland?  

Pine Rocklands are a globally imperiled ecosystem that exists only in southern Florida 

and parts of the Bahamas. They are home to many rare plant and animal species, 

including six Federally Endangered plants and seven candidates for protection under the 

Endangered Species Act. A typical pine rockland is characterized by limestone 

outcroppings, a canopy of Florida Slash Pine, and a diverse, herbaceous understory. 

Pristine pine rocklands have all but disappeared due to development activities, leaving 

fragments representing only 2% of the original extent of pine rocklands within Miami-

Dade County’s urban corridor. Habitat destruction, invasive pest plants, and fire 

suppression threaten existing fragments. 

Vocabulary  

imperiled (adj)  - 

limestone (noun) - 

outcroppings (noun) - 

herbaceous (adj) - 

understory (noun) - 

pristine (adj)  - 

all but  (function) - 

suppression (noun) - 

________________    - 

________________ - 

 



Reading Comprehension 

Where can you find pine rocklands? (Knowledge) 

 

Can you provide a definition for pine rocklands? (Comprehension) 

 

What factors threaten the existing pine rocklands in southern Florida? (Cause/Effect) 

 

What questions would you ask an expert about this ecosystem? (Application) 

 

Reading 2 

What is the Pine Rockland Initiative?  

The Pine Rockland Initiative is part of a grant program funded by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and administered by the Institute for Regional Conservation (IRC). The 

goal of the program is to restore pine rockland fragments. It provides funds for IRC to 

restore and manage private pine rocklands. Click the image below to see a Powerpoint 

presentation about the program.  

Vocabulary 

rrant program  (noun) - 

fund (noun/verb) - 

 

 



Reading Comprehension  

How do you restore pine rocklands? 

• Baseline Vegetation Monitoring- An IRC biologist will visit your site and assess the 

quality of the habitat. This includes a floristic inventory and a survey for rare or 

endangered plants. 

a. In your own words, explain what the IRC expert will do (paraphrase): 

 

 

 

• Invasive Exotic Plant Removal- A trained IRC restoration team of 1-6 people will 

remove exotic pest plants (such as Brazilian pepper, Burma reed, woman's tongue, and 

gold coast jasmine). Some plants will be mechanically removed; others will be treated 

with herbicide. Initial treatments (exotic plant removal and, if applicable, hardwood 

removal) usually involve 1-2 visits a month for the first 3-6 months. 

b. Describe, in your own words, what the restoration team usually does to remove 

invasive plants (paraphrase): 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

• Native Hardwood Removal- Pine rocklands that do not burn regularly are often 

invaded or overtaken by native hardwoods (such as poisonwood or live oak). While these 

plants are native, they will degrade pine rockland habitat if not controlled by fire or 

manually removed. Only large trees and areas of dense hardwoods will be removed or 

thinned. 

c. What are some of the problems that happen if fire is suppressed in pine rocklands? 

(Analysis) 

 

 

 

• Prescribed Fire- Regular fire is vital to the long-term health of pine rockland habitat 

and naturally occurs every 3-7 years. To maintain optimal quality, pine rocklands need to 

burn at least once every 10 years. Our certified burn boss will create a fire prescription to 

ensure the health and safety of the habitat and surrounding areas. During burns, our burn 

boss will be on-site to oversee a trained and certified Florida Division of Forestry fire 

crew. 

d. Prescribed fire is not permitted in the pine rockland area of the Kendall Campus 

Environmental Center. Can you imagine why? (Synthesis) 

 

 

 

e. What can be done instead of fire? Can you think of a solution? (Evaluation) 

 

 



Video – The Pine Rocklands 

Take notes while you watch this 6-minute clip about the pine rocklands in Miami Dade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion  

What topics presented in the video were interesting to you?  

What questions do you have? 

 

 

 


