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Deering Estate Lesson Plan 
Assignment: Compose an informative essay on the significance of a place (in this case, the 

Deering Estate) in terms of its importance to sustainability.  

 

Essay Prompt: Write an informative essay in which you present the significance of the Deering 

Estate in terms of its role in helping us to understand the history of South Florida, the impact of 

humans on the environment, and the importance of ecological conservation and restoration.    

 

Materials: The Deering Estate Website’s “Conservation” section (or, if possible, a tour of The 

Deering Estate).   

 

Assignment Goals: To focus on essay components, paragraph structure, and incorporating 

outside sources into an informative essay 

 

Sustainability Goals: The goal of this project is to demonstrate to students the wide-ranging 

significance of a single place to multiple aspects of conservation and sustainability. When 

touring the Deering Estate and later browsing the “Conservation” portion of their website, I was 

overwhelmed by just how significant one particular place is to our social and environmental 

well-being. Indeed, the Deering Estate is important for the role it has played in the history of 

South Florida as a gathering place for the Tequesta tribe, its later history in the modern 

development of South Florida, its current role as a place for scientific research on ecosystem 

restoration and the impact of humans on the environment, and its continued importance as a 

significant and unique ecosystem. In short, the Deering Estate, as just one small place, plays a 

wide variety of important roles, and demonstrating to students how important just one place 

can be can give them not only a deeper understanding that place, but it can also show them the 

importance of conserving places of environmental and historical significance.   

 

The Lessons 
 

Day 1 – Assignment and Resource Introduction 

Introduce students to the assignment: essay prompt, criteria, and purpose.  

 

Introduce students to the Deering Estate: it’s history, location, some of the scientific projects 

they are working on there, and its role as a unique ecosystem within the Biscayne Bay National 

Park.   

 



Introduce students to the Deering Estate website.  In particular, show students the 

“Conservation” section of the website, with an emphasis on the following sections: “Cutler 

Slough Rehydration Project,” “National Register of Historic Places,” and “Natural Areas 

Management.” Each of these small sections contains a number of 1-2 paragraph descriptions of 

various aspects of the Deering Estate (its historical significance, natural significance, and 

restoration projects and studies).   

 

Short Brainstorming Writing Task: Have students select one of the following topics and free-

write about its importance to our community: History, Ecosystem Restoration, Environmental 

Conservation.   

 

Homework: Divide students into groups of three.  Assign each student in the group the task of 

reporting on one of the sections from the website listed above.  Essentially, each student will be 

answering one of the following questions (based on which section they are assigned): What is 

the historical importance of Deering Estate?  How is Deering Estate contributing to ecosystem 

restoration?  What role does the Deering Estate play in conserving and maintaining South 

Florida’s natural environment?   

 

Day 2 – Group Discussions and Reports 

Have students divide into their groups and report what they learned to one another.  Then, 

have each group brainstorm answers to the questions listed above: What is the historical 

importance of Deering Estate?  How is Deering Estate contributing to ecosystem restoration?  

What role does the Deering Estate play in conserving and maintaining the natural environment 

and ecosystem?   

 

After the groups have finished (20-30 minutes), come back together and have the entire class 

discuss these three questions. 

 

Homework: Have each student 1) review the remaining sections from the website they did not 

review for Day 2 and 2) select passages (in the form of quotations) from each section that they 

feel demonstrate the importance of the Deering Estate in terms of the three questions 

discussed today.  

 

Day 3 – Body Paragraph Structure and Using Sources 

Introduce students to the key components of body paragraphs (topic sentence, support, 

discussing the support in order to develop the paragraph’s main idea). 

 

Have students draft a body paragraph built around one of the quotes they selected from the 

website.   

 



Homework: Have students read about introductions and thesis statements from their 

handbook and then draft their introductions and thesis statements; also, have students outline 

their body paragraphs (complete with topic sentences and the support from the Deering Estate 

website that they will use).   

 

Day 4 – Essay Structure 

Discuss introductions and thesis statements. Show sample to students to model. 

 

Have students workshop their own introductions and thesis statements.   

 

Homework: Draft the essay.  Bring 3 copies to class.   

 

Day 5 – Peer-Editing Session 

Have students break into groups of three and workshop their essays.  Have the authors read 

their essays aloud while the other group member take notes concerning introductions, thesis 

statements, body paragraph structure, the use and discussion of support, and the clarity of the 

language.   

 

Day 6 – Essays Due (electronic submissions to Turnitin, to save paper) 

 

Now that students have completed their essay, have a discussion reflecting on the significance 

of the Deering Estate and, in general, the importance of unique places and ecosystems to the 

community.   


