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Cape Florida Lesson  

As a librarian, and also as a teacher of LIS 2004 (Strategies for Online Research), my role is to teach students to develop 

their information literacy skills.  With information coming at us from an unprecedented variety of sources, developing 

the ability to think critically about the information we use and share has become increasingly important, and 

increasingly challenging.   

During my visit to Cape Florida, two themes emerged for a possible information literacy assignment for my students:  

1) The environmental history of Key Biscayne, and 2) The medicinal properties of various plants.   

In my LIS 2004 class, we approach in detail each step in the research process, beginning with the importance of choosing 

a manageable topic.  To do this, I ask students to think about a topic in terms of broader and narrower concepts – a task 

that many students find surprisingly challenging.  At the same time, I ask students to brainstorm keywords associated 

with the topic.  These keywords can later be used to begin to develop a research strategy.  The environmental history of 

Key Biscayne presents a rich opportunity for students to explore the many aspects of a topic.  For example, students 

might identify a broad concept such as, “The effect of land development on the eco-system of Key Biscayne,” and then 

break that down into narrower ideas such as, “The introduction of the Australian pine and its effect on Key Biscayne’s 

sea turtle population.”  As students conduct some preliminary research, they will hopefully identify additional related 

search terms such as “invasive species,” “beach erosion,” and “wetland restoration.”  I envision all of this happening 

during a brainstorming session in class, but, ideally, it could happen in the field if an excursion to Cape Florida became 

feasible.  Most likely, students would be packing smart phones with internet access, and could begin their research on 

site.  

The medicinal properties and uses of various plants presents an opportunity to focus on a different component of 

information literacy, namely, the evaluation of information sources.  In this case, I would ask students to research some 

of the plants Ms. Mutis pointed out on the tour, such as the Madagascar periwinkle.  Presumably, students will retrieve 

sources ranging from folk remedy websites to articles published in scholarly medical journals.  I would ask students to 

choose several sources and evaluate them using a set of criteria that librarians affectionately refer to as the “CRAAP 

test,” an acronym for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose.    

Since LIS 2004 is a one-credit course, we focus only on the steps in the research process and not on the final product, so 

students typically are not asked to write actual research papers or complete research projects.  However, with the Cape 

Florida topics, I might ask my students to prepare a 5-minute video presentation, or perhaps an infographic, detailing 

the results of their research.  The videos and/or infographics would be posted on the course website to allow students 

to view and learn from each other’s work.  This would cover yet another aspect of information literacy, or, more 

specifically, digital literacy, since it would require students to use technology to present information.  Infographics, in 

particular, would help them learn to convey quantitative information visually – another task with which students often 

struggle.  Possible examples include statistical information such as the change in sea turtle population over time. 


