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Water Ethic Lesson Plan 

Water conservation is critical in the state of Florida due to excessive waste.  Water usage 

is a particularly important target of campus sustainable initiatives because according to 

Knocks and Cutts (2010) typical college students between the ages of 17 to 24 consume 

more water per capita for personal use than any other age groups.  Many college 

campuses are creating innovative ways to inform and bring awareness to this issue of 

water conservation.  My SPC 1017 students will engage in a “Greener Speech” class 

concept that will allow them to understand, impact, and bring awareness to sustainable 

behaviors on college campus and the community.  

The following information will be provided to each student before executing 

the project:                                                                                                                                       

▪The causes of the current stresses on healthy water systems in the United States                         

▪Explain how this water-rich nation has squandered its resources                                                       

▪Explain the history of water in the southern United States                                                             

▪Discuss how the local community is coming together to create a “shared water” ethic   

▪Discuss the importance of promoting sustainability in the college learning environment 

This assignment has four goals:                                                                                          

▪Students will become active learners  and bring awareness to water conservation and 

sustainable practices                                                                                                                         

▪Students will learn how they can reduce energy consumption on campus                                

▪Students will learn how local organizations promote and practice sustainability                                                                                                         

▪Students will develop leadership skills and help promote behavioral changes to 

conserve energy and help position Miami Dade College to shift to maintaining 

sustainable practices.                                                                                                                                                 

For this podcast presentation the following will be addressed. 

1. Students will select a topic relating to water or an area of sustainable practices                                                                                                                                                   

2. Students will contact and visit a local organization or attend an event that address, 

promotes and inspires sustainability.                                                                                                                            

3. Students will journal their experience                                                                                       

4. Students will become “green reporters” presenting an 8-10 minute podcast 

presentation                                                                                                                                                  

5. Students write a group essay addressing questions about sustainability                                         

6. Students will created a simple podcast sharing their individual experience                                    

7. Student’s podcast presentations will be uploaded to YouTube. 
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Podcast Presentation is a three month project. The following will be 

addressed. 

1. Name of event attended or name of service learning organization? What was the 

purpose of the event/organization? How does the organization promote 

sustainability for example, recycling, energy reduction efforts, green cleaning 

programs/community efforts, workshops on sustainability etc…? Describe 

experience. 

2.  What was the most interesting aspect of this event? Were there any social, 

cultural, ethical, or global issues relating to water conservation, energy 

consumptions, sustainable designs, culture of environment stewardship etc…  

What was the perception about those issues?  What else stood out in this 

experience? Examine experience from Personal Perspective. 

3. Why is this organization or event significant to sustainably?  How did it impact 

you?  What was the draw back?  Examine experience from a Civic 

Perspective. Civic engagement means working to make a difference in the 

civic life of our communities and developing the combination of knowledge, 

skills, values and motivation to make that difference. In other words, what is 

the organization trying to accomplish?  How do they approach sustainable 

issues/challenges?  What’s their impact in the community? 

4. How is this significant to your future career, if possible or students who may be 

pursuing this field?  How does promoting sustainable practices or programs 

beneficial to the college? Examine experience from a Civic Perspective. 

5. Articulate Learning-How can this experience be connected to TLO’s listed 

below?  Define what the Ten Learning Outcomes represent. Use two to four 

outcomes and explain, make clear connections. Think critically! 

6. Define what service learning entails? Why should student get involved with 

sustainable on-campus events?  

7. Each group will present their information with style, eloquence, and creativity. 


