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Lesson Plan 

Course:  ISS1120 The Social Environment 

Discipline:  Interdisciplinary Social Science 

Title:   Exploring Interdisciplinarity in Social Science through the Example of Water and Sustainability 

Suggested Time:  One class period 

Materials:  Hunt and Colander, Social Science:  An Introduction to the Study of Society.  14th edition, Allyn 

& Bacon, 2011; Cynthia Barnett, Our Water, Our Florida:  A Water Ethic for Florida.  Collins Center for 

Public Policy, 2011. 

Description of Lesson:  The instructor will give background on the history and relationship of the various 

social sciences, their methods, and relationship to social policy as presented in Chapter 1 of the course 

text.  The topic of water conservation and sustainability in Florida will be used as the primary example to 

illustrate how applied research within the fields of anthropology, geography, demography, sociology, 

economics, and political science are relevant to understanding and dealing with a critical socio-

environmental issue such as water sustainability in a multidimensional, holistic manner. 

Students will be split into groups corresponding to each relevant social science and asked to formulate a 

research project design around the issue of water sustainability on the statewide and local levels from 

the point-of-view of their assigned discipline:  Anthropology will be asked to investigated cultural 

practices pertaining to water usage and conservation;  Geography will look at land-use distribution, 

urbanization and water-use patterns; Demography will study population distribution and density vis-à-

vis water usage and requirements; Sociology will look at environmental justice issues around water 

subsidies to corporate agriculture, utilities and other major users; Economics will examine issues 

regarding water costs and its relationship to conservation; and Political Science will look at water 

policies and the influence of politics on conservation and sustainability initiatives. 

Each group will be instructed to elaborate on how they would specifically address aspects of the topic 

scientifically by identifying specifics of the problem uniquely suited to their discipline, discuss what sorts 

of sources of information would be most appropriate and valuable in terms of gathering data, and to 

think about and discuss how they would design a research project to find out more information and an 

outline to present the results.  

At the end of the class each group will present their proposed research project and design to the rest of 

the class, and explain how it will contribute to a holistic overall approach to understanding and dealing 

with water sustainability in the state. 



Assessment Strategy:  Groups will be scored based upon originality, creativity, scientific reasoning, 

validity of identified data sources, and communication of results.  

Learning Outcomes Addressed 

Learning Outcome 1:  Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 

Learning Outcome 3:  Solving problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

Learning Outcome 4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information. 

Learning Outcome 6:  Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic and social 

responsibilities. 

 


