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The large state park at Cape Florida on the southern tip of Key Biscayne is one of the most popular parks in the 

State of Florida system, and with an eight-dollar parking fee it is also one of the largest revenue generators in 

the system.  These revenues have helped support other parks that are not self-sustaining.  A quality of life 

indicator in rating livability of cities is the acres of park land per thousand residents, yet when tax-generated 

state revenues are low, closing state parks and laying off park personnel is often suggested.  Miami was not 

highly rated in a recent study of “most livable U.S. cities”.  Cities are also rated on the percentage of tree 

canopy cover.  Miami again received a low rating.  For many reasons, it is important that people have access to 

natural areas, yet natural area acreage is finite and urban/suburban population in South Florida will possibly 

only be limited by ultimate gridlock or sea level rise. 

 

Class Discussion Items 

 

1. The park is often at capacity and closed by mid-morning on busy Sundays.  Is a first-come-first served 

policy the most fair admission strategy?  What about people who attend church services every Sunday 

morning or those involved in youth sports activities? 

2. Should reducing green space and creating more parking spaces be considered? Why or why not?  What 

changes would increase the appeal of using public transportation for park access? 

3. The most popular section of the beach has closely spaced beach umbrellas and chairs that rent for 

twenty dollars from a private concessionaire.  A concession attendant rides a noisy ATV up and down 

the beach every few minutes checking on the rental umbrellas.  What are the pros and cons of such a 

private business on a public beach in a state park? 

4. The state park at Cape Florida is important habitat for many species of flora and fauna, and it is 

important habitat for human recreation and leisure.  What variables must be considered in 

determining the optimum human carrying capacity of the park? 

 

Outcome: 

Critical thinking skills --students' reactions to threats of future park budget cuts, park closings, privatization 

or outright sale of park lands. 


