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Service learning project -Verde Gardens, Making sustainability sustainable in the market. 

Description:  

This project will give students the opportunity to participate in a service learning project where 

they will be able to give back to their community and apply some of the skills they learn in the 

classroom.  

Course Competency or Competencies: 

a) Identifying the characteristics of a monopolistically competition market structure.  

b) Explaining how price and output is determined in a monopolistically competitive 

industry. 

c) Defining product differentiation and non-price competition. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

Although many of the learning outcomes can be addressed in this project the main two that are 

addressed in the course are: 

(2) Use quantitative analytical skills to evaluate and process numerical data.  

(3) Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

 

Background: 

One can argue that Consumers will always choose organic food over non-organic food, that is of 

course until they realize how much it cost in comparison to non-organic crops. Unfortunately, the 

system is setup for organic food not to be successful. With the big farms growing non organic 

food, while getting subsidized to do so, make it difficult for other products to compete. 

Procedure: 

Students will volunteer at the Verde Gardens organic farm in Homestead Florida. Students will 

be required to volunteer a minimum of 15 hours at the farm. The student will meet Chuck Lyons, 

Farm Operations Manager, in order to get an in depth understanding of how the organic farm 

business/industry works.  

The student will use the information they know about consumer behavior and markets in order to 

find different approaches to not only getting more people to eat healthier diets also find ways 



organic farm products could be better able to compete vs non-organic products in the market. 

Ideally while volunteering students will think about ways to improve the processes and ways to 

increase the products appeal to the consumer. 

Students will present their findings and recommendations to the class and to the operations 

manager for possible implementation.  

Students will be asked to submit a report of their recommendations where they will explain how 

they used the concepts they learned in class to improve the Verde Gardens operation and reflect 

on how the volunteering experience not only helped this organization but how they benefited 

from the whole experience. 

Note: Ideally the report that the students come up with should be something that a student could 

add in his/her portfolio.      

Evaluation plan: 

Students would be asked to present their recommendations to their peers and the operations 

manager of the Verde Farms. The student would receive feedback and improve upon their work 

before final submission to the professor. The student would also be evaluated on the reflection 

portion of their paper.   


