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Lesson Plan for Social Environment ISS1120  

Targeted Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies (GSELS) 
Objectives: 

#7-Explain situations and issues from a systematic perspective. 

#12- Analyze the interdependence of society, economics, and nature at local, regional, and global 

levels. 

#16- Diagnose/research the impact of human activities on living systems, with consideration for 

these system’s limits, complexity, and diversity. 

Topic: The Impact of the Industrial Revolution on the Natural Environment 

 1. After discussing with students what the Industrial Revolution entailed, how it came about, and the 

effects it had on society and the economy, the instructor will give an introduction on the impact that 

it had on the Natural Environment. In particular, the teacher will highlight the role of Pollution and 

Garbage and how each affected city life and health.  

 2. After teacher introduces topic, students will read a set of articles (documents or excerpts of 

documents) from Ted Steinberg’s Down to Earth: Nature’s Role in American History or Carolyn 

Merchant’s Major Problems in American Environmental History Second Edition that shed light on 

how the physical environment played a role in and was affected by the Industrial 

Revolution.  Students may be divided into groups for this activity. 

   3. After reading articles, students discuss in groups what the article was about and create a poster (a 

visual) about what they learned from the article or what they think is the most important 

information that they learned.  

   4. Students then share with the class what they learned from the article and they present their visual 

to the whole class  

By reading, summarizing, creating a poster, and then listening to other groups present their article, 

students learn the different ways that the environment was affected and how complex and intricate 

the changes brought by the Industrial Revolution were.   

For Assessment: Teacher can grade the visual or create a test from the articles read in class. 

 



Everglades Student Site Visit Enhancement 

This same lesson or activity can also be applied to an environmental problem at a local or regional 

level.  

Everglades immersion field trip - explore the different groups of people that depend on that water 

source (i.e. homeowners, vacationers, fishermen, farmers, conservationists, and rangers.)  

Headquarters of the Visitor Center - they have several small exhibits that strive to tell the story of 

the Everglades. In one particular exhibit, they have a map of Florida that lights up to show students 

how the water sources of the Everglades have changed throughout the decades. In that same 

exhibit, they have headsets that one can put on and listen to the different perspectives behind the 

Great Water Debate.   

This exhibit is excellent because one can appreciate the different interests and issues that surround 

the access to water.  Taking students to places like this, so they can see for themselves and get in 

touch with nature, can be another way that we can teach about how complex and interdependent the 

Great Debate about water or any other environmental problem really is 
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