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General Education Biology Class Activity 

Objectives: To raise awareness of invasive exotic species in South Florida                                                                      

To learn about ways to control the spread of invasive species                                                                                         

To understand why introducing exotics is harmful and a threat to biodiversity         and to  

promote more responsible behavior. 

Activity 

Part I 

Students will research in the library or online a list of invasive species in South Florida. They will fill a table with the 

names of species and what they do to our natives, how they got here ( if known) and what can be done to control them. 

Suggested readings: Neil Campbell text book Ch. 20 “Conservation Biology” p. 1238 

Also, will send them to look for other research tools: Go to http://www.mdc.edu/north/library 

Click on “Catalog and databases”, then click on” databases by subject” and the choose a category such as “science” or a 
subject.  

Invasive species name Type of damage How it got here What can be done 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Some examples of invasive species in South Florida are:  

Australian Pine, Brazilian pepper tree,  Melaleuca trees from Australia, Smooth cordgrass , water hyacinth from South 
America. 

Cuban tree frog, Giant ramshorn snail and the Spiketop applesnail, Burmese phytons, green iguanas 

Part II 

Student will walk around campus in groups of three or four and try to identify any plant or animal species that is non-
native. They will make a table like the one done in the research part listing and identifying them. 

 

 

 

http://www.mdc.edu/north/library


Non-native plants or animals found on campus 

Invasive species name Type of damage How it got here What can be done 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Students will share ideas on what they believe to be the worst threats to our biodiversity and the discussion will include 
ways to deal with it such as chemical controls or biological controls or integrated pest management systems and how to 
be more responsible in the future or what can we do to prevent further damage. 

Assignment: 

1. What is meant by “exotic or non-native species”? 

2. How do invasive plants got here? 

3. Give some examples of invasive species in South Florida. 

4. How do they impact our wildlife and/or reduce biodiversity? 

5. What can be done to control invasive plants? 

 


